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INTRODUCTION. 
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. My Chrijiian Brethren, 

BEING defirous of giving you a plain expoli- 
tioiT'of the Ten Commandments, it will he 
neceffary for me, firft, to fay a few words oh the 
relation in which Wc ftand to that Divime Being, 
who difdains not to be called our father^ 
and who is pieafcd to confider us as'his children* 
You are fuppofed to be, not unacquainted wit^ 
the navart of that Covenant, into which we aU 
entered at our Baptifm j a Covena^^t of Gxac^ 
and Mercy on tlje part of God, and ^ ,^vcr 
nant of Fait{\ sjiyi/ Obedience orj ^ pj^rt o^ 
man :^ Goq on,his».part promillilli,' l>y virtwe of 
thi% Cpv^na^, : ^tern^i ^ovf in his heavenly^ 
kingdom if§M, ;his faithful iervants. Man, on 
has part, engages to lead a life of holinefs anal 
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obedience to the Will of God; looking for 
Salvation and everlafting. Life, through the 
merits and for the fake of Him, who died to 
purchafe it for all mankind, even the Lord Jefus 
CHfift, 

The foundation of obedience is a true faith : 
he that Cometh to, God, with purpofcs of obe- 
dience, muft firft believe that he is, and then 
that He is a " Rewarder of them-that diligently 
feek him." 'Till you are thoroughly eftablifhed 
in this firft principle of religion, it will be to 
no purpofe for me to lay before you the, fe- 
veral particulars of your duty. It w ill be ne- 
ccflary for yoy firft to know that, which, without 
being tawght, you would never have inferred 
through any powers or reafonings of your own 
minds, viz. That you are created and fcnt into 
the world by the Almighty Father of the Uni-. 
vcrle, to learn his Will, and to perform it. And 
for your eijcouragcment, you will remember, 
that God is no refpeffer of per/ons ; but i^at in 
tvery nation^ and in every condition of life, he 
that worketh righteoufnejsy whether he be high, 
or low, whether he be rich or poor, whether 
he be bond or free, is accepted with him. By 
working rightcoufncfs you are to underftand, 
keeping God^s Commandments ; all which arc, 
Jn their nature and tendency, calculated to make 
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US holy and virtuous, religious and happy ; cal- 
culated to enable us to pafs through the various 
fcenes of this life with eafe and comfort, with 
credit and fatisfaftion j and to fit us for that 
eternal ftate which is referved to be the portion 
and inheritance of the Saints of God in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Thefe Commandments 
I intend, with (jod's - affiftange, ^o explain to 
you in the beft manner that I cao, that your 
faith may produce abundant fruits of holinefs, 
to the glory of Gop, and your own prefent com- 
fort and eternal benefit. 

But firft, perhaps, you will expeft to hear 
-from me, how it comes to pafs, that thefe 
Commandments which God delivered to Mo/es 
' on. Mount Sinai for the direftion and benefit of 
the Jews, are made the rule of the Chrtfiiarfs 
conduft: and perhaps, alio, you may wifh to 
afk, " Is not the Jewifli Law, with its Statutes, 
and its Ordinances, fet afide by the Gofpel? 
Have we not new Precepts, new Motives, new 
Laws and Ordinances, without the neceflity of 
going back to Jewifh Infticutions and Jewifli 
Laws ?" You ought to be fully- fatisfied vpon this 
point ; otherwife you would not be fincere, 
when, on hearing thefe Comhiandments re- 
peated in the courfc of t;he Service, you humbly 
pray God to have mercy upon you for all your 
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former breaches of thefe Laws, and to write 
them in your hearts, and incline you better to 
obferve them for the time to com^. 

Know then, that it was no part of our Sa- 
viour's bufinefs upon earth, when he appeared 
to be the Inftruftor, as well as the Saviour and 
Redeemer, of Mankind, to fet up a new Syftem 
of Religion, of a contrary tendency to tifc old : 
that it was no part of his defign to fet afidc any 
of the moral Precepts of the Jewiih Law : 'He 
cxprefsly cautions his Difciples againft fuch a 
fuppofition: "Think not," fays he, ''that I 

am come to deftroy the Law or the. Prophets ; 

I am not come to deftroy, but to fulfil." 
Think not that I am come to take off from you 
the obligations, which the Commandments de- 
livered on Mount Sinai have laid upon you, to 
love, honour, and ferve God, and to do good 
to your neighbour, to regulate your afFeftions, 
and purify your hearts. No : I came rather to 
enforce thefe duties in a ftronger manner, and 
to add new obligations and frefti motives to obe- 
dience. Here you find it neceflary to make a pro- 
per diftinftion between the ceremonial 2Lnd<ht mo^ 
ral parts of the Jewifli Law^ the former of which 
were only to continue for a time, and were always 
intended to yield to the introduftion of the rites 
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of the Gofpeli wheneas the laiUr^ being fuch 
as aflfedt our religious and moral conduft, fuch 
as tend to promote.the glory/of God, the honour 
of religion, an^ our own and pthcrs' prefent and 
eternal happinefs, are of perpetual and indifpen- 
fable obligation. They flow from the fame 
Fountain of Infinite Wifdom, and Holinefs^ and 
Purity j their tpndency is to improve our piety, 
to exalt our reverence of the Deity, to in- 
creafc our veneration for his Name, his Ser- 
viccj his Sabbathi and all things that belong 
to him. 

They are moft wifely calculated to keep us 
Ikedfaft in the difcharge of thofe relative duties 
which we owe to men i and on the due per«- 
formance whereof, the peace of the world, and 
the comforts of fpciety depend. And laftly, 
they tend to regulate our afieftions, to reftrain 
4II inunoderate defireSj and to keep our min^s 
in a conflant fubje&ion.td the will of God. In 
a word, they are excellently defigned to dif- 
pofe and enable us to Itvefoberfy^ rigbteoufly^ and 
go^y in this prefent world : and thus are they 
the fure and undeniable evidence of the truth 
and fincerity of our faith i which is as clearly 
difcerned by the obedience which it pro-- 

B J duces. 
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duces, as the goodnefs of the tree is difcernible 
by its fruits. 

But, from the cxpreffion which ftands at the 
head ©f this Introduction, a falfe cbnclufion 
may poffibly be drawn ; and you may be led to 
imagine, that we may reafonably expeft to be 
faved by bur own good works ; and that our 
obfervance of thefe Commandments will, of it- 
iclfi be fufficient, independent of every other 
confideration, to cftablifli our Claim to the 
•Wefling of eternal life, . It feems neccflary, 
therefore, in the beginning of thefe Inftruftions^ 
to guard you agaiqft fo dangerous and fatal an 
error on this point: the truth you will find to 
lie at an equal diftancc from two extremes. For 
while fbmc ground all their hopes of acceptance 
before God on their fuppofcd attainments in 
moral virtue ; others, with no better authority 
from Scripture, are* not lefs confident, that % 
mere belief of certain revealed truths, whci^eby 
no fruits of hoUnefs are produced, will infure to 
them the blcffings of heaven. The well-io- 
ftru6ted Chriftian fleers fafcly between ilieie 
rocks : and neither fo depends on his own at* 
tainmcnts in virtue, as to forget that Jber^ is no 
other name under heaven wherihy he can be fa'Oed. 
but only the nameofaur Lord Jejus Chrijl ; nor fo 

depends 
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depends on that Name, which is indeed ahve every 
other y as to forget, that without as great a degree 
of perfonal bolinefs as the frailty of our nature is 
capable of, no man can fee the Lord. It is an uni- 
form obedience to the Commandments of God, 
Ipringing from a true faith in the revelations of 
his word, which alone can afford us a well- 
grounded hope of mercy in that hour, wherein 
Gob, for Chrift's fake, will receive 'every faithful^ 
Icrvant of his to his favour, ai^d to his pfefencc 
in the Kingdom of Glory. Thefe ' Command- 
riients I (hall endeavour, through God's blefling, 
as opportunity fhall be given me, briefly, plainly, 
and familiarly to infifl: upon, for your edification 
^nd inftruftion ; and I hope that yoii will think . 
it your duty to be conftantly attendant, that you 
may, without interruption, proceed with me in 
the confideration of the feveral particulars which 
I fhall be led to treat of; and may be regu- 
larly trained to the knowledge, (and, riiay Goo 
of his mercy grant, to the pratflice alfo)Gf your 
duty. For all knowledge, without pfafltice, is 
vain J all faith, without obedience, is vain \ whilft ' 
all obedience, without faith, is without its pro- 
per principle, and cannot look for the divine 
acceptance. It is the union of ihcfe which con- 
ftitutes that truly religious virtue, which a God 
* B 4 of 
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of infinite holinefs mil not difdain to accept^ . 
•when prcfented in the name, and offered through 
ihe merits, of his Blefled Son. Thefe precepts 
the Son of God came down from heaven moft 
-explicitly to reveal and make knownto the fons 
of men ; they are the foundation of the reli- 
^on wlfth He taught -, and to one or other of 
them may be referred every inftruftion jwhich 
He delivered; fo perfeftly do the two difpen- 
fations of the Law and the Gofpcl harmonize 
and agree mth each other, and fo true is that 
doftrine which our Church inculcates, that the 
Old Teftament is not contrary to the New, but 
that the latter is a full confirmation of the former 4 
and onlyferves to (hew, that both are the ofiT- 
^ring of heaven, proceeding from the Author 
. of *' every good and every perfeft gift;" in whom 
is " no variablei>efs, neither fhadow of turning;*' 
but who is ** the fame yefterday, tQ'-day> and for 
eyer,'* the Creator and prefcrver, the Saviour 
and Redeemer, the Sanftifier and Comforter of 
his Church, and of every faithfijl Member of i^, 
how and for evermore. Amen- 
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EXODUS XX. 3. 

Tlboujhalf have no other Gods before Me. 

GOI> hath at fundry times, and in divers 
manners, fpoken to the world : to'Mofes, 
on MoHnf Sinai, the delivery of his Law was ^c- 
companied with awful' demonftfitions of his 
power, with thundering and lightnings, and 
with every circumftance of terror t far different 
is the manner in which, in thefe laft days, he 
bath fpoken to us by his Son ; who, being in the 
form of God, and thinking it no robbery to be 
equal with God, condiefcended to be made in the 
Ukenefs of men ; that in his ftate of humilia- 
tion he might firft inftruft us in the way of 
righteoufncfs j-and when the fulnefs of the time 
Wa» Qovcity might pour out his foul unto death, 
■ to make & full and perfeft atonement and fa- 
^sfaAion for our fins. The fubjeft of his di- 
vine intlruftions, I obferved to you, when I laft 
^dl'efled you, was in no refped contradiftory 
10, 'btit rather a confirmation o/^ the Laws and 
Precepts, which the Lord delivered to Mofes 
^ ^ B 5 on 
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on Mount Sinai : accordingly, when this quef- 
tion was propofed to our Saviour, " Mafter, 
which is the Firft Commandment of the Law ?" 
he anfwers, in a direft conformity to the Precept 
of Mofes in the text, " Hear, O Ifrael, the 
" Lord thv God is one Lord ; and thou (halt 
love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart, 
and with all thy mind, and ^th all thy foul, 
" and with all thy ftrength." This is the firft 
and great Commandment; and it is a full ex-^ 
planation of the words which we are now con-r 
fidcring j and which, when they require us to 
have none other God than t^e one Lord, our -. 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sandifier, require Wis at 
the fame time to believe in him, to fear him, 
s^nd to love him with an entire and perfeft love j 
(6 as to be ab^e to fay, in perfeft fincerity, with 
the Pfalmift, '« Whom have I in heaven but Thee, 
*^ and there is none upon earth that I delire itx ' 
^S comparifon of Thee." To i&^zT/^, is to acknow- 
iedgCi to truft in, the Lord of Heaven and 
Eirth as our only God, the Author and Giver, 
the Preferver and S upport of our life. The rlcl\ 
and ever- flowing Fountain of all the blefluigs 
which we receive in this worl3, and .the fbre 
foundation of all our hopes of happinefs and, 
glory in the world tO' cojuc, Plcffcd is^thq^ 

people 
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people who, in this fcnfc of the word, have the' 
Lord for their God.^ Trufting in Him alone for 
pardon and peace, for grace and glory. ; loving 
him above all things, as the fum of all perfeci-. 
tion, as well as the firft caufe of all good to hia' 
creatures. In the Holy Scriptures, thatwhercon' 
our firft afFcftions are placed, is confldered bs^ 
our God, and they who naake any inferior 
poflcffion or purfuit the objcft of their principal- 
regard^ do certainly violate this Firft Command-^' 
ment. The covetous man, whofe heart and 
mind are occupied by the dcfire of riches j the 
ambitious man, who is continually grafping 
at dignities and honours j the m&n of plcafure^ 
(as he is felfcly called) who is conftantly; en-- 
gaged in the purfuit of ferifual gratifications, 
every one of thefe has chofen a worthlefs objtdt 
for his affcftions,. and afts. in defiance of the 
precept before us; The God of phis world hath, 
blinded their fsyes, that they cannot fee the. glo-% 
riotis privilege, the unfpeakable happinefs, 
which is the portion of them that have (he, 
Lord for their God. The firft of thefc is ek-? 
prefsly called an idolater^ and the others are 
•nfidered as vainly feeking for happioe.fs where 
it is not to be found, inftead of having 'recoiiiffc. 
to that wcUfpring of comfort and delight, evci\ 
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flowing in plenteous Hreams from^the authdr ,of 
every blefling. Avyour Baptifm you were made 
tjbfc c|j]ki^ei;i pf GtWD, you were admitted into the 
faniilyof C&rift J but being incapable of entering 
into a covenant with God in your own peribns, 
there were found certain charitable pcrfons, who 
eng;aged for you^ that as you grew up to fuch 
an age^ as to be made fenfible of your duty and 
dUigations^ you fliould be taught to make fof 
yourfelves a deliberate choice of the Lord for 
i^our God : this choice many of you have ra-« 
tified in your own names in. the riff x>C CcmBrm*. 
atiohi when the duty o£ your baptifm^' fiire* 
tics ceafed, and you became profeiTors" of the 
gofpel of Chrift on your own account^ and im- 
mediatefy refponfible to God for your adherence 
taJEJim all the remainder of your lives. And y «t 
6rther hath this covenant been renewed by fuch 
of you as have, \n conformity to your Saviour's 
kit commands prefented yourfelves. before his 
altar j jchere to remember, the < wonders of his 
love, and to receive frelh iupplies of ^his grace, 
whereby you might be enabled to fcrve him in 
Ifg^Ceoufneis and true iiolinefs all your days. 

You fee then by. how many obligations ym 
arel!K>uiid to cleaire fted^ly unto God^ to be^ 
i«ve in, to-truft in, to fear, to ferve, and tor 
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loYC Hiin only) that is, ib infinitely above all 
odicr^tfeings to love hitti, as to be ready to ^cri- 
fice eyciy thing that is moft dear to you, rat^r 
than to forfakc, rejcdt, deny, or in any inflvnce-to 
renounce the Lord your God. 
. Few arguinents will be neceffary to inforce, 
this duty, if you call to your remembrance the 
relation in which you l|and with rcfpcft to that 
-adorable Being, whom above all things you are 
required to k)v«, honour, and obey* 

' i^ft^' H.e is your Creator; you*are the work' 
of. bis hands ; who* inftht beginning' breathcdC 
iHto^ the itoffi-ils of his 'creature, man, 'flic 
breath of life, and man became a living foul >' 
you are alfo endued with a reafonable and ini- 
mortsX fpirk ;. you arc made capable (rf* knowing, 
of k>ving, SBid of fcrving God. * 

2dly. He is your continual Prcfervcr ; in him 
you live, and move, and have your being; he 
watches ov<r ydu continually with parental care ; 
he is about your h^t^s ^^ about your paths, and 
fpiethouiafiyoupways; a circumftahde, which 
ought toi/ilt your mmds^with an awful regard 
to your condtidk in^ the ^hole courfe of your 
live* for be affureJi ^' that 'there is no darkncis 
or fhadow of death where the wdrk«T» ef ini- 
quity may hide tb^-inlc!ve§'* from IUm, whofe 
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eyes arc ten thdufand times brighter than the 
fun, beholding all the ways of the fons of men. 
jdly. He is your Redeemer ; he hath pur- 
chafed you, when ye were fold under fin, cap- 
tives to Satan, and enemies to God ; ye are not 
your own, but ye arc his people, his children, 
his fervants, whom he hath boughi with a price ^ 
even with the price of his own blood ; and the 
argument drawn from this confideration by the 
Apoftle, applies itfelf^with peculiar force: — 
*^ Therefore, glorify; God in your body, and in 
your fpirit, which arje.GoD*s/* 
. 4thly. He is your Sanftifier. God the Holy 
Ghoft, the Third Perfon in the Bleffed Trinity, 
is united with the Father and the' Son in the 
creation, prefcrvation, and falvation of man- 
kind ; He it is that worketb in us to will and to do 
what is acceptable in the fight of God ; He it 
is from whoni every good thought, every re- 
ligious difpofition, every wor4 ^^^ a<5l:ion orir 
ginates, which may tend to promote the glory 
of God, or the benefit of ourfelves and others : 
we are by nature corrupt; He purifieth our cor- 
ruptions : we are by nature weak and frail, prone : 
to error and continual deviation from the ftrMght 
path of our duty ; He it is that giveth us ftrcngth 
and wifdom, to guide and eftabliih our goings in 

/ the 


( 15 ) 

the way which leads to heaven and happinefs V 
without Him we are and can do nothing; butwc 
' can do all things-fhat arc required of us, if we 
are ftrengthencd, affifted, and fupported by Him* 
This is that Great, Almighty, and Adorable 
Being, exifting in Three Divine Perfons, co- 
equally and co-effentially God, whom alone wc 
are here commanded to acknowledge and obey; 
devoting our whole heart and mind and affec- 
tions to Him, unto whora'we are indebted for 
all that we enjoy in this life, or look for in a 
better^ We are not to divide oui^ love; betwixt 
God and the world, its riches, its honours, or 
its pleafures^ for that is, to endeavour eo rc-^ 
concilc what is in its nature impoffible arid in*< 
compatible, the fdi'vice of God ahd Mamrator^J 
He, to whom we oiwfclves aad aU things whidu 
are moft valuable and dear to u» belong, has the 
moft reafonable .claim 'to our entire and undi- 
vided affcdion i he is a jejJous God, and will 
not admit of a rival, where he has an indif:^ 
putable . claim to • the whole that wc can offer 
l|im. ... '. . i . A 

:^ Examine yourfelves therefore frequently and 
fiirteufly upon this point; whether you lb love 
the Lord your God> as not to dedicate the beft 
aiFe(3ions of your mind to any inferior and uhwor*' 
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diy objcfl: ;— whether in all your difHcultics youi*- 
truft is in Him; — ^whether He above all things 
b the fubjed of your fear and reverence, your 
Jove and admirations — ^whether your thoughts are 
principally dire(5ted towards Him, and towards 
the attainment of thofe heavenly glories,, which. 
He hath proniifed, purchafcd, and prepared for 
his faithful fervants? 

Be afiured there is no ground of comfort and 
hmtA&ion equal to that, which arifes from a 
ftedfaft perfuaiion, that the t^RD Jehovah is* 
your GoDi that the Great Creator and Go-* 
vernor of the Univerie is your Protcckoir and> 
your Friend y that, through the merits, an4 for 
the fake of his Blcfftd Son, he' is' ^ feccftidlcd 
Father to finful manicind. That, ^byiiis po^^er 
he preierves ; by i&^ 9^if^n^ he dire6ls ; by -liis 
mercy he fupport^f by his grace he fknftifie^ 
thofe that truft in Him, that fear and love him, 
ftibmiffive to his will, and obedient to his com- 
mands. Be ye fure, then, that the Lord He is 
GoD; it is He that hath made us; it is He that 
hath delivered our fouls from death; it is He 
ibat preferveth cur feet from falling, by thofe 
conftant fupplics of fupernatural afSflance^ whicl^ 
are always within the reach of devour: prayer. 
To Htm. tkecefore, uad »> Him alonej kt the 
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w^>pr jfjjyr 0outhsj the mcditatiorft.of7our 
hctirtSj.the a&ions ,of y6ur lives, andlall the 
powers and faculties pf your fouls be dircAcd ; 
that jTo your whole fpirk and foul, and bojjy may 
be preferved blatnelefs unto the comingpf our 
Lord and Saviour Jcfus Chrift: To ^Whotii 
with the Father and the rfoiy Ghoft, three 
Peribn^ and One Got>, be all honour and glory^ 
tbanklgiving and pratfe^ world wichout end« 
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St. MATTHEW, W. i9. 


Thou Jbalt worjhip the Lord tby God, and ITm 

only Jbalt thouftrve. 

THIS is the fubftance of the Seeond Com- 
mandmenti and it is as.nearly conneded with the 
firft, as the fervice of the lips is or ought to be 
connefted with the afFeftions of the heart. We. 
need not many admonkions to ferve Him whom 
qur foul loveth : attention, reverence, and outward 
relpeft, are the neceffary refuh of grateful at- 
tachment to the objeft of our afFcdion : when 

we 
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^ 
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we review the obligations under which we He 
to the Supreme Author of every bleffing in 
time and eternity, what queftiqn is fo natural for 
us to afk as this ? '^ What reward fhall I give unto 
*' the Lord for all the benefits which He hath be- 
** flowed upon me ?" And what anfwer is fo well 
adapted to our fjtuation as that which the Pfal- 
miftinftantly fubjoins? — " Iwill receive the cup 
of falvation, and I will call upon the .Naime of 
the Lord: Iwill demonftrate my reverential 
*- love and gratitude, by devoting myfelf to 
" his fcrvice, by haftcning to his courts with 
** thankfgiving, and entering into, his gates 
*^ withpraife/' — This Commandment, in for- 
bidding the worfhip of any creature, necefla- 
rily dircds^our religious fcrvices to their only 
proper objedt, the Sovereign Lord of Heaven 
and earth. It is a veiy fl;riking token of the 
weaknefs and corruption of human nature, that 
evdr fuch a prohibition Ihould have been necef- 
fary; that any rational creature fhotrld be ca- 
pable of transferring his religious fervices frorti 
the Author- of his Being and his well-Being, 
the Great Creator, Preferver, Redeemer, and 
Sanftifier of the- World, to a defpicable graven 
image, the work of men's hands; which hath 
eyes, yet feethhot; which hatH ears, yet heareth 

noti 
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not ; which hath feet, yet moveth not j * nei- 
ther is any breath in its mouth. O ! miferablc 
dclufion of fallen man ! How fhall we account 
for the prevalence and encouragcrhent of a 
pradlice irreconcileable with reafon or common 
fcnfe ! The folly of idolatrous worihip hath en-, 
gaged the fevered fatire of the infpired and 
apocryphal writers ; and though I have no rea- 
fon to fufpeft that any of my prefent hearers 
arc likely to be feduced into the errors of fuch 
is worfhip the creature rather than the Creator, 
yet it may not be amifs, in order to confirm 
them in the right way, and to increafc their 
thankfulnefs tb Him, who hath placed them in 
It, to fet before them the abfurdity of that wor- 
ihip, the objeft of which is any other than God* 
HimfclG as dcfcribed and enlarged upon by 
thofe writers. My quotation will neccflarily be 
of confiderable length j but it will ferve more 
fully to cxpofe the vanity of idol-malcers and 
idol-wor{hippers, than'any thing which I coulci 
of myfelf deliver on the fubjedt. Hear ye then 
the Prophet, aft^r a full vindication of the al- 
mighty power and eternity of God : — ^^ They 
" that make a graven image, are all of thenii 
** vanity, and their delegable things fhall not 
^' profit, and they are their-own witncfTes; they 

'' fee 
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*f fee not, nor know, that they may be alhamed.. 
*' Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven 
*' image that is profitable for nothing ? Behold, 
'* all his fellows fhall be afhamed ; and the work-^^ 
*' men, they are of men : Let them all be ga* 
I* thered together, let them (land up\ yet^they 
*' fliall fear, and be afliamcd together^ ^Thc 
** fmith with the tongs both worketh in the 
'^ coals^ and faihioneth it mth hammers, and 
" worketh it with the ftrcngtfi of his arms : Yea, 
'' he is hungry^ and his ftrength failcch > he 
*' drinketh no water, and is faintr The carpen- 
** ter ftretcheth out his rule ; he marketh it out 
*' with a line: He fittethit with planes^ and he 
*' marketh it out with a compafs^ and maketh 
^^ it after the figure of a man, according to the 
** beauty of a man ; that it may remain in the 
*^ houfe. He heweth him down cedars, and 
•'^tidccth the cyprefe and the oafc^ which hq 
" ftrengtheneth for himfclf among the trees of 
^ the foreft ;" or, which he hath cultivated an4 
fuffered to incr^afe for this unreafonable pur-> 
pofe : '' He planteth an a(h, and the rain doth 
^^ nouriih it. Then fhall' it be for a man to 
** burn : For he will take thereof and warm 
•^ himfelf : Yea, he kindleth it, and baketh 
^ bread : Yea, he maketh a god, and worfliip- 

« pcth 
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" peth it : He maketh it a graven image, an3 
^^ fallcth down thereto : He burncth part thereof 
'' in the fire ; with part thereof he eateth fleih : 
** He roaftcth roaft and is fatisfied : Yea, he 
'^ warmeth himfelf, and faith. Aha ! I am warm, 
^^ I have {cch the fire/ And the refidue thereof 
*^ he maketh a god, even his graven image* .He 
*' falleth down unto it, and worfliippeth it ; 
*' and prayeth unto it, and faith. Deliver me, 
" for thou art my God. They have not known, 
*' nor undcrftood ; for he hath (hut their eyes, 
'*' that they cannot fee 5 and their hearts, that 
•* they cannot underftand. And none confi- 
dereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge 
nor underftanding to fay, I have burnt part of 
'* it in the fire : Yea, alfo I have baked bread 
^* upon the coals thereof: I have roafted flefli 
'^' and eaten it ; and Ihall I make the refidue 
*' thefebPan abomination? Shall I fall down to 
•' the ftock of a tree ? He feedeth of aflies : A 
^^ deceived heart hath turned him afide, that he 
**^ cannot deliver his foul, nor lay, Is there not 
" a lie in my right haad?'**-=— I have given you 
this quotation at foil length, becaufe it is much 
too little to fay of it, that it cxpofes the ab- 
fiirdity and folly of idolatry, to fay nothing of 
it£ impietyj^ in ^erms far more forcible than 

any 
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any which I could ufe on the fubjcft. A 
thorough confideration of this paffage muft 
needs fill the violators of this Second Com- 
mandment with ll^ame for their offence againft 
the common diftates of reafon, as well as 
with forrow, for having robbed the Divine 
Majefty of his glory and his worfhip, and fub- . 
ftituted an empty, ufelefs, defpicable idol in His 
ftead. Some better plea, perhaps, yet wholly 
unjuftifiable, do they offer for their breach of 
this divine law, who cQpfider the mother of our 
BlefTcd Lord as a luitable objeft of divine 
worlhip. That fhe is ever to be regarded as the 
inflrument in God's hand of the greateft pofTiblc 
bleffing to mankind, is readily allowed : and wc 
do moft heartily fulfil her prediction concerning 
herfelf, that " all generations Ihould- call her 
" blefTed/* But we know no human creature 
in the charafter of a Being whom it is our duty 
to adore. The Holy, Bleffed, and Glorious 
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghofl, One very and etern^al' Gop, is the only 
objcft of our religious fervices : to 'Him alone 
wc look up ; to Him alone wc addrefs ourfelves 
as the Author of our being and well being ; of 
our creation, and prefervation j of our redemp- 
tion from the punilhment, and our deliverance 

from 
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from the power of fin ; for all our hopes of fc- 
curity from danger, of pardon and peace, of 
grace in . this world, and of glory in a better. 
We feek no other mediation betwixt God and 
us, than that of the Man Cbriji JefuSy exalted 
to his mediatorial kingdom, and feated at the 
right hand of the Father, and ever living to make 
inter cijjion for us : much lefs do we worlhip the • 
pureft angel, or heavenly ipirit, who, like our- 
felves, is a fervant of God, appointed, infomc 
invifible but gracious manner, to minifter to fuch 
as fhall be heirs ofJalvatim\ An intermediate link 
in the chain of communication between heaven 
and earth, but oniy commiflioned to be an in-^ 
ftrument of the divine mercy or of judgment to 
the children of men. 

But as there is a negative obligation In this 
Commandment, fo there is a pofitive duty mofl: 
ftrongly implied in it ; and when we are forbid- 
den to worlhip that which is no god, we are rcr 
quired to worfhip the true God in a devout and 
acceptable manner. God is a Spirit ; and they 
that worlhip Him, muft worfhip Him in fpirit 
and in truth. He is a difcerner of the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart, and unto Him, with 
whom we have immediate intercourfe in our 
prayers, all things arc naked and open : He, we 

may 
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fliay be afliired, Vill not fail to diftinguilh be^ 
twccn the Vain cffufions of hypocrify, the^carc^- j 
Jefs mockery of negligence, the idle vanities of 
fuperftition, the irrational diftates of cnthufiafm, 
and the dcccik, fober, temperate, and ' devotrt 
cxpreflions of undiffembled piety. We are 
never to forget, as the beft fccurity of our due ob- 
- fcrvanceof" this Commslndment,. the Almighty's 
declaration concerning hirhfclf: "I the -Lord 
*' thy God am a jealous Godi" jealoiis of the 
honour due to my name and my adorable at- 
tributes ; jealous of every infult offered to my 
divine fuprcmacy^ as the Creator and Sovereign 
of the World j avenging th^ impiety of them 
that hate me> Sven to the * third and fourth 
generation, but ihewing mercy even unto 
thoufaiids of them that love me, and that dc- 
monflrate their love of me^ by keeping my ^ 
Commandmencs. Let me intreat you to attend 
to i the Almighty's declaration concerning hiaj«* 
felf in fhcfe words j and whiMl you ccMifidef 
thcawfui fe verity of his threats, you wift at the 
fame time admire the fi)perk)r graces of his 

* Mightiiot the words CD»j>:n h^ tsfv/fp ^St be Fendered 
nnto thirty and unto fortji \ and would Jiot' tliis, cosftruAionof 
the words form a proper Antithkfii tb the word o^fiV^V, /p 
tbwfandsf The word ^euer^tkm] f)o fcholair -sieedft to be in» 
formod, is not in the original text. 
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mtrcy and loving kindnefi i and may it be the 
dcfirc of your hearts, and the conftant endea- 
vour of your lives to efcapc the former, and be 
made partakers of the latter. To this end, O 
¥forihip the Lord in the beauty of Holinefs ; 
adore his mercy, and ftand in awe of his judg- 
ments; bow not your knee to a fenfelefs idols 
nor bow the knee of your hearts to any of thofe 
creatures, which are but too apt to excite in v$, 
an idolatrous afFedion, to the exclullon^ of om 
Creator, who is God over aU, bleflfed for ^Ver** 
more. You will obferve, that he who beftows 
the beft afieftions of his heart, the moft ^ftre- 
nuous. endeavours of his life, and the ntQit' va* 
luaUe portions.of his time and exertions <>n any- 
thing fhort pf God, and the^ things ab(>ye, falls^ 
within the cenfure And the puniihment of thofe 
who are here defcribed as thofe that hate God, 
and keep not his Comfliaiidments : they have 
fet up idols in their hearts, and cannot worfiiip 
the true God with that fimplicity and godly fin* 
cerity, which Alone can rendel* their ferviccs ac- 
tep table in his fights As, in our explanation of 
the former Commandment, we fhewcd, that ^ 
divided heart was not ilich a (aci^ifice as Cjont 
will accept i' fp neither will He accept a<divided 
fervice: chufe ye therefore, or rathcy . renjem-r 
bcr, that at your baptifm the rhoice was made, 
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whom yc would fcrvc ; yc then devoted your- 
felves to the ftrvice of the Lorx>^ Jehovah, and 
engaged to continue in the fame all the days 
<if yoar life; remember then the vow that is* 
upon you, and faithfully perform what was fo-« 
leninly undertaken in your name, and of which 
many of you. are of an age thoroughly to com* 
pteheiid the nature and importance ; and, re«- 
HduMiDg all objefts that are unworthy of your 
fiift i^gflfd, whether in your general pxirfints, 
cf in your religious performances, kt this be 
not only the language of your lips, but the 
fulkft ccmviftibn of your hearts, that the Lord 
He i^ tb« God, the Lord He is the God. To , 
Whom Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three Per- 
£)ns, and One God, be all honour, glbry, and 
|>raifti W(^ld without end« Amen. 


EXODUS XX. 7. 

* thimfiaU not kdte the Name of fhe Lord thy 
G^i> in vsini for the Lord will not hold him 
ptfftlejs^ that taketh his Name in vain^' 

To tiike the Name of God in vain, I liardly 
Sltid ^bfdrve to youj 4$ to make ^n indecent, 

improperi 
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irtrpropci-i • Of profane ufc of itj whether Ia 
your ordinary converfationj^ or more folemnly . 
in a Court of Jufticc ; vrfiere the mtroduftion o£ 
that *wiul Name, which " is above every nimc 
that can be named in heaven^ or on earth,'* ior 
ttie confirmation of a falfehood> is juftly con^ 
fidered as the higheft degree of violation of thi^ 
bivine Law, the boldeft ad of defiance of the 
Majefty of heaven* This is the general inter-* 
pretationo( this Third Commandment ; and rhsp 
terms in wliich the lentence of Goi> againft it ^ 
pronpuncedj jthough le& fevere than they might 
have been» are yet fufficieatly awful and dis- 
couraging, to deter any coniiderate peribn frptfi 
being guilty of this great offence ^ an o$ence 
not fcfs againft the decencies of focicty, thaa 
againfl: the will and command of Him that hath 
forbidden it J an ofFence ag^iuft: e*ery. dictate of 
r^afon and common fenfe -, an offence which is 
fo fer from obtaining credit, thut it utttrly de* 
fl;roys every favourable opinion of the vcrachy 
of the j(peakcr. I obfervcd, that the Almighty's 
thresiit was fufficiej^t to difcourage every con/i- 
dirate perfon from perfiiling in a -violation of 
,chis Command $ bqt die misfortune is, that fuch 
as ^«^w themfclves in this fin are peculiarly in^ 
sovfid^atei and to this is to be principally im- 
jpMted the prevalence of a vice which has fo very ' 
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Bttlc to urge in its own behalf. The groflcft 

• tranfgreflbr of this part of the Divine Law, I 
mean the wilfully-perjured perfon, who dares 
to call on the facred Name of God, as a ^tnefs 
to a known falfehood, in a Court of Juftice ; fiicR 
an one, I admit, may plead, that he was tempted 
to this crime, either to fheltcr himfclf or others 
from the punifhmcnt, which he or they were in 
danger of incurring for fome other offence, or to 
obtain fome dear-bought advantage, not otherwifc 
to be obtained : and, fince the dJfternment of the 
thouglits and intents of the heart beiongcth only 

' to God, fuch arts and deceit may often fucceed, 
by eluding the difcovery of fallible men ; but 
great indeed is the offence in the eyes of Him, 
who being a God of Truth, and cvcri Truth it- 
felf, is called upon to be the witncfs of a falfe- 
hood; He win not hold fuch guiltkfss He will 
account them the moft outrageous tranfgreflbris 
of his laws, and make them feel the effefts of 
that power,' which their prefumption leads them 
to defy. But we arc to lament the other more 
frequent violation of this command, of which 

' multitudes are guilty in their ordinary intcrcourfe 
with one another: let the fubjc6t be ever fo 

. trifling, the occafion ever fo unimportant, the 
appeal is made to the Majefty of Heaven for 

the 
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the truth df what is affertcd, without the flightcft 
rcferve, without the Icaft veneration for that 
Name, which angels themfelycs, with the pro-^ 
foundeft reverence, adore : When we refled that 
of every idle word that men (hall fpeak, they Ihall 
give an account in the day of judgment; when 
we are cxprefsly told, that by their words men 
Ihall be juftified, and that by their words they (hall 
be condemned, we are quite at a lofe to con- 
ceive, from what fource a fin can originate, 
which has fo little to ofFcr in its vindication. Were 
j^ou fcrioufly to aflc of one, whom you heard ut- 
tering curfes againft his neighbour, and either 
ultimately or diredtly bringing them dowb, or 
apparently wilhing to bring them down upon 
.his own head^y^ waiild be furprized at the weak- 
nefi of his arguments^ if he (hould venture* to 
,uige any in.the way of apology ; — " 1 was angry*' 
— " I wa^ vexed** — " 1 knew not what I faid*'— 
" I was not aware of my guiltinefs and folly*' — 
*^ I did^ not confidcr the force and meaning of 
my words**— or rather, " I meant nothing at 
alL**— Nay but, O man ! -remember, that thou 
art. both a rational and an accountable creature; 
therefore accountable, becaufc endued with rea- 
Ton, and a power of difcernment betwixt good 
and evil, betwbit wifdom and folly, betwixt 
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lit nee t6 the will of God and a wilful defiance 
is Majcfty, Power, and Authority : and ffil! 
ler accountable, as being bleft with divine 
: for the regulation of thy cpnduft ; with 
Holy Scriptures for thy diredion in every 
Icuht of thy duty; with the fuHeft revela- 
concerning the nature and attributes of that 
ighty Being, whom thou ventiircft, with 

prefuaiptuous confidence, to affront and 

ife. If inconfideration be admitted as a bar 

Ke lentencc againft ungodlinefs, then is the 

51 admitted to plead in his excu(c the negltSt 

yoiy\ beft and ttooft valuable gift^ whereby 

raifed ^nd diftinguifhed above tyery 0ihtt 

of the creation. 'Bmi fuch a pies will not^i 

feared, be admitted at that'Tribunal, where 

y one will be made refponfible for the right 

of fuch tatents and endowments as he has 

ved > and wfeere no man will be excufed 

n oflfence, which a right ufe of his reafon 

d have prevented him from committing. 1 

v right ufe of his reafon, .independent on 

bedience to the pofitive di6bates of divine 

lotion: ** I fay unto you,*' faith the Great 

ictor, as well as Redeertier of Mankind* 

ear not at all." And his apoftle, *^ Above 

things, my brethreTx, Iwearnot; but let 

' your 
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*' your yea be yea, and your nay, nayr, left ye 
" fall into condemnation.''* Thus doth tlK? 
Word of God, in addition to the didates of 
common fcnfe, condemn this fin as equally im- 
pious and irrational : you fyid it frecjuently com- 
mitted, even where the ob)c<5lagainft whom the 
curies ai« uttered is altogether infenfibic ^ the 
imprecation, and incapabk of iufieriog wh^ is 
fb (botiihljr derK>unced 4gainft it: how loft dion to 
allfenfc of propriety, as well as of decency, ^ tho 
wilful traDfgreflors of this diviae CommandknentI 
But is t^Te hot another way, whereia this 
pan of the law of Gob may* be vblated^ with*- 
l>ut running into thpfe fopliflx extravagaiice's^ 
or that raoft ierious defiance of thepowev 
and wrath of Almighty God, which we ^iave 
already noticed? Surely ih^iy may beiaid tq 
take the Name of the Lord their Goumvain^ 
who haying been baptized in his Nairiej and 
adopted into his family, and having iblemnly , 
avowed themfelves his children and his iervants> 
do afterwards live in dire6b difobedieoce ter his 
laws, and in wilful contempt of his^ authority^ 
The precept of the apoftk addrefleth itfelf to 
every Chriilian, without exiception> when he 
diredts, that " every one that nameth the Name 
cf Chrift Ihould depart from iniquity j"^ otheiv 
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wife tnc queftlon applies itfclf with peculiar force, 
Why call ye me. Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I fay ? Why do you profcfs 
yourfelvcl^ the difciplesof Chrift, when your 
condud declares you to be altogether unin^ 
*^* fluenced. by his precepts, and unedified by his 
^^ all-pcrfcft example ? Why in words do ye ac-; 
*^ knowledge and confels, that the Lor b is your 
^^ God, whijft in works ye deny him?" This is 
a very fcnous tranfgreflion of the Command- 
meiit before ' us, which highly deftrvc^, but, I 
beBeve, feldom enters into, our confideration ; 
yet, if we would vindicate ourfelves from the 
charge of inconjiftemy as well as irreligion, it i) 
our duty to render our pra&ice conformable to 
our prdfeflioh ^ and, through the help of divine 
grace, to become as well in reality, as in name, 
the difciples and followers, the fervants and chil- 
dren of Jefiis Chriir. 

Having pointed out to you in what inftances 
this, Commandment is broken, it is neceflary that 
I fliould fet before you the means, whereby you 
may bcft be fecured from the commiflion of a 
crime, fo offenfive to God and to fociety, as that 
which .we are. now can6dering:-7- 

itt then, let me earneftly recommend it to 
yQ*i ferigufly to confuler the weaknefs of thofc 
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cxcufrs which are offered by^uch as allow them- 
^ felvcs ta be guilty of this horrible fin of pro- 
:fanenels. They lay, they have contrafted a ha- 
bit of doing it; and they fcarcely know when they 
-offend; but does the frequency of any 6n leflen, 

docs it not rather increafe, its guilt?. Eyen now> 

then, from this moment,, it is. high time < that 
, fuch an- evil cuftom (hould be broken oflf.-r- 

Others fay^ that they truft it will be expufed, .as. 
. the effeft of paiTion ; but, befides tba,t it i» eyr 
:<iuty to coiitroul and govern our prions, is |C 
. Dot moft unre^fonabte that we Ihould relent ani 
f injury frond »man, by flying in the; %cC'of ^oo ? 

Will any man venture to (tab his own fach^li ^ 
'ip^vengfi an injury received jfroni another ^hancb? 

Juft as reajpoabk is it to afitont your jCreaioy, 
, becaule your. fblk>WTcreatMre has ofiended yo^^ 
. But perhaps ftisfalhipnable, and 'da mai}Iy> :p 
' (heViF that you have courage enough to. brave tfiye 

4ibnighty power pf God. O I run not with thfi 
! mvdcitiide to do eyi} .; ; ^id. i^ink it no marjc f^t 

courage, that you, do pot fear Hirp, ^^who hatji 
> power to caft!bpth }^qr body atyl (o^l into hell.'' 
- LalUy, you may u^^ge> perhaps, intemperance fy 

your excufe, that you thus offend, wjien re^^fo^ 
. is off" her guard. Buf why is Ibe off hei gi}^r(}.? 
, And wliy is intemperance br<?ught as .aqex^f/jf^, 
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■when it is Itfclf a?i aggravation of the crime? 
Such an cxcufc wiU little avail before an cardily 
tribunal ; ftiU kfs will it be accepted. before the 
allrightcfbus judgment^feat of Chrift. 

^d. But jrour moft efFedual fecurity igaihft the 
violation of this command, is an awful lenfe of 
GoD^ continual prefence With you.. Settle ftis 
"firmfy in your own mind, that there is not a 
H^ord proceeding from your Hps^ a thou^t en- 
couraged in your heart, or an action produced 
in yo«r Kfe ^d condud, of whit:h Hc^ h not 
now the witnel^j who will one day be the Judge. 
Iftf&r the Jewifh difpenfation. He ordatne<J, 
tfiaC whoibevtr blaiphemed the name of the 
XoRf) fhould be put to death} and under tile 
'Cfmftitn difpenlbtion, the Commandment is e^- 
.«|»refst — ^WEAR NdT AT ALL. And we are s^ffored, 
Aat the Name which is fo freely, fp carelefsly, 
ib profanely taken into our mouths, is above 
%Tery o^r elitifled to the mc^ profound te-^ 
fyeSt and the moft awfol veneration of men on 
^tjirtk and of angeb in heaverf. 

•• Let your converfation then be fuch a!s b«- 
cometh the Gofpcl of Chrift j" and in riiat coni- 
prehenftve word we include not only your com- 
mon difcouHe, byt the general turn and tenor of 
<Ycur Hfb and aftionsr Set-Go)> always bqfortfyou^ 
" w>t merely as an object «if terror, but as an objefb 

of 
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l>f {^^uqdeft reverence i ^4 dare pot t^ thinly 
<>r fpc^^, ora^ otherwife than b$c<^et^ %hp 
.children of your Heavenly Fs^er -, jtbat whcp 
the Judge of all the earth fli^iU appar, to whoqi 
anaccouiitof all your thou^htSi words, aqddeed/i^ 
.is to be rendered, ye <nay be received Into his. fa«- 
vour and pre&nce,. and may exchange ^be p^j^rt, 
rpious, fober^ and difcreet converiatioiv of rS:ai|)^ 
mnd holy perf6ns> for the hymps and pr^ies, 
delightfid exercifes of the ai)gel$ in heayeii. 

Now to God the Father,, ttie Son, and ^p 

Holy Ghoflr, Three Perfo^s and One Gopi )ffi 

^all honour, and gk>ry» and prii^ife, world wi^^^ 

end. Ame<n» 

• \ 
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EXODUS XX. 8. . .' 

RmmbiT tbeSakkaih Day to hepilhQfy. '• 

,THIS precept of tlie divine |aw is ^^trodqcf^i 
in fuch ajicculiar inanncr^ as to. comni^4a 
more than ordinary rcilped. It is intended to ex- 
cite a proper attention to the Comijxapdmcnt, and 
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«^uc fthfc of the value of that gift, mth which 
the Lord waspleafed to blcfs fnankind, in tli^ 
inftitution of the fabbath. It is one of his 
greateft' mercies, and He here requires it to be 
♦had in conftant remembrance i and fi> remem- 
bcred, as to be applied to the purpofes for whicJi 
'it was fet apart by its moft gracious Author. W-c 
aire here commanded to keep it holy ; yet not to 
•rfie cxclufion of thofe works of indifpenfable 
neceflity, and Chriftian Charity ;. which are fo 
'far from being violations of this Commandment, 
•that they conftitlite a truly religious oWervancc 
•of it. ** Six days ibalt thou labour, and cio 
all thy worki" a moft gracious ^lowanceof ftx 
parts in fcven of our time for our own purpofrs^ 
with only a claim of the remaining feventh for 
the immediate fer^ices of religion. Here, how- 
ever, let me caution you againft a dangerous 
mifapprehenHon of this merciful grants of fix 
days for the ordinary bufineis of our lives, as 
though all concern for religion on any day except 
the fabbath were wholly impertinent and unne- 
ceflary : On no day is God to be excluded from 
our thoughts ; on no day are our fcrvices to be 
* withholden : that day is very ill begun, which is 
not begun with prayer to God ; and that day is 
as ill'Concluded, which ends not with, praifes for 

mercies 
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fnercies received^ and fupplicatldns of pardon for 
(ins committed. Much has been faid on the 
fubjeA of the change of day, whereon the Chrif- 
tian fabbath is celebrated ; on this I ihatl not 
trouble you, as conceiving it to be a matter of 
Kttle importance to you. You arc bom and 
educated in a country which confidtrs the firft 
day in every wetk (commonly called Sunday, 
or the Lord's Day) as proper to be dedicated 
to religious fervices : it is of more importance 
to you to point out the beft method of oblerving 
it, that the end of its inititution may be moft 
eflfeftually anfwered. In the firft place then, 
let me obicrve to you, that the very name by 
which it is diftinguilhed as th^ Lord's Day, is 
fufficienti one ihould imagine, to command t|te 
reverence of every religioos perfon ; fureljr 
whatever t)elongs to the Lord, is entitled to our 
utmoft refpedt; but it challenges our regard 
more efpccially on account of ^t mercies and 
beniefits commemorated thereon. We celebrate 
the aQcompliibment of our redemption by Jefuis 
Chrift, cSefted by bis refurrcdbn from the 
dead, eved as the Jews on their fabbath thefihilh* 
ing the works of creation. We celebrate the de- 
fcent of the Holy Ghoft on this firft day of the week 
upon the apoftles,^ * By the lafter of thefc great 
- -- eventa 
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events we are deliyened from the power, and bf 
the former from the puniihmient of fin, Thii» 
is this holy day recommeoded to our devout ob« 
fcrvance, by confideradons moft proper toex- 
eke our grateful veneration : And it was for.thi^ 
particular purpoie that the iabbath was given to 
man/ that> amidft the various diftradling pur^ 
fuits m which he finds himfelf engaged, be may 
not want, at proper intervals, leifure ^nd op- 
portunity to lift up his bcarf to tkoie regions 
where his freafur^ ought and is fuppofed to be^. 
and to that all-gracious and att-glorious Being, by 
' whom tlic riches of glory, ,and honour, and im^ 
mortalicy are difpenfed to the children of men. 

The religious observance of certain times ai^d 
4eafons, fct apart for the worfliip of the Su-- 
preme Being, has ever b^en confidcred as an in*- 
difpenfable duty, even anKKig fuch as have erred 
exceedingly concerniog the form and manner, 
,and even the objed of their worfliip. It re- 
mained only for. fuch, as retain no i^nie of Goi> 
or religion in their minds, utterly to rejed theftr 
<)utward- declarations pf iheir .belief in tl^e one; 
jor their refped for the .other ; and it js.fi^ until 
jncn arc hardened in , ncgligeniQe .pp unbelieli 
that they can prevail with themfelves to ad in 
-defiance of .every obligation of. gratitude, and 

the 


the moft' folemn injunftion bf this ConfmimJ- 

mcAt; I have already obfervcd that it is 

introduced in a manner peculiar to Itlclf : — 

.Rmimier the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. 

^t is becauie the infinite wiidoro of the Divine 

Law-giver foreknew how apt 'hi* negligent and 

'disobedient children Would be to forget their 

Creator, Redeemer, and San£tifier s how pro« 

l>able ie would be, that either the allurements of 

fii^l pleafures, or the diftraftions of worldly 

^cares, w^ufci render them unmindful of their 

principal and moft important duties and coa- 

Sad experience fully* convinces us, that He 
wfio laid on man this injundtion to rememher Him, 

Tand his Commandment, knew the propenfities 

^ 6f our finful nature : For do we not iee tboufands 
of oiif nomir^ Fellow-Chnftians as utterly re* 

^gardlefs of dus day, as if they really lived with- 
out God in the World ? as if they had no fenfe 

* of the benefits for wfuch they ftand indebted 
to the divirie goodnefs i-as if tliey-had never 
fofmed ^ proper eftimate ekher of the blelTmgs 
already received, or of the treafures laid up for 

-the righteous in a better world. You, I truft, 
my Chriftian Brethren, have not attended to, 
my inftru£bions oa this and other religious 
^ fubjedls. 
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fiib)e£b to fo little purpofe^ as not to know^ that 
to fear God, and x.o keep his Commanimmts, is the 
whole duty af Man. And that not one of the 
Commandments requires a more ftrid attention, 
though perhaps none is more trifled with, ornc- 
gleded, than this before us : for, let only the. rc- 
ftraints which the obfervance of the fabbath lays 
upon us be taken off, and every difpofidon to fulfH 
the will and commands of God will gradually fol- 
low; the mind will contracft a degree of indo- 
lence, or hardneis, or inftnfibility, which will 
prove fatal to our growth in grace and religioiis 
virtue. Having, as we conceive, with. impu- 
nity, affronted God« by defpiHng his fabbath, 
by neglecting his ordinances, and by turning .our 
backs on his fervice, and preferring every other 
purfuit before that of reUgious improtement; 
. the fubordinate duties refpedting our iieighbour 
cannot be expeded to have much influence on 
our hearts and lives. If we abftain from aAs of 
violence, injuftice, ojt rapacity, U. c^ hardly ^be 
fuppofed that we are reftrained by pi^isf iple, b^C 
only difcouraged by the fear pf tempqr^. pU- 
nifhment ; and why we Should . not, dread ten 
thoufand times more the avenging fcourge of 
. an offended Gop, Iprofefs myfeif pttcrly ajalofs 
. to determine. Under Ae Jcwilh law, the prq- 
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fejicf of the fabbajb Was to be fton*d to death ; 
and even an apparently flight violation of this 
law a6lually received that punilhment. Under 
the Chriftian difpenfatlon^ tlie Commandment 
is. full as expreis^ the obligations full as 
ftrong, and the wraih of, an infulted Deity as 
certain as heretofore 5 as certain indeed, but 
not as immediate. The punilhment afligned to 
it by human laws hath nothing formidable, per- 
hap$9 in it; certainly nothing adequate to the 
snifchievous nature and malignity of the offence. 
But is not a day ac hand^ when the Almighty 
Judge of heaven and earth (hall charge againft 
us every wilful Violation of his laws, and thole 
offences in particular, whereby the glory of his 
name, the welfare of his true religion, and the 
general happinefs of mankind in this life an(f a 
better, were prefumptuoufly fct at nought ? Flat- 
ter not riien thyfclf, vain man, that however thou 
mayeft have- efcaped the temporal punilhment 
ojf diy fin, thou flult efcape the all*righteous 
judgment of God, Think not, that, amidft 
fuch a multitude of offenders in the fame way, 
thou fhalt not be obferved, SUrcly the all*^ 
difcerning Judge of heaven and earth will not 
filler any wilful tranfgreffor of his laws to pafs 
unpuniihcd. 

Hoping 
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Hoping then, that I may have luccccdcd m 
my endeavours to 'convince you that the fab- . 
bath day cannot innocently be profaned,- I (hnlt 
dedicate the fhoft remainder o( this difcourfc to* 
the bu(inef$ of direduvg you ivte? to obfcrvc it 
in the beft and moft profitable manner. 

It is acknov*4edgcd to be ^ day of refi ; but 
let me intrcat you not to miftake idlencfs for 
reft* It is therefore a day of refi from worldly 
labour,, that the time which is occupied by tha€_ 
on the other days of the week, may oa this be 
devoted to the proper employment of an inu 
mortal fpirit, an heir of God's eternal kingdom^ 
ft is a day of ufix ^^^ i^ ^^Y ^ ^ ^^ly of re- 
flexion, of feir-examinatioR> of ftrious and in- 
nocent converfation, of attendance on the du-. 
ties of public worfhip, of more enlarged de-> 
votions in private, and with your families j and 
at the clofc of iti of holy meditation on aU^that 
you have heard, and read j^ and done. It is a 
day of r^ \ but miferable are they, wBo mif- 
interpret refi^ as leifure for intemperance and 
iinful indulgence* What hope can fuch perfona 
entertain of admifiion into that refi^ which re-* 
mains for the people of God? Have tbey not tao 
juft caufe to fear, that they (hall be o( the num- 
ber of thofe to whom the Almighty hath fworn 

in 
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in hjs wrath> that tbiy fi^ll ml enter into his reft? 
The apoftle fpcaks of fome who could not enter 
in, kecatife rf unbeltef. It will be equally un- 
reafonable for thofc to look for heavenly rcft> 
wha have fo abufed one of God's moft precioua 
gifts, as to make his fabbath a day for licentious 
exccflfes, infteadof a day for the exercifes of 
piety, and the improvement of tlicir. fouls in 
grace and holineft. 

Confidering, then, the Lord's Day as ap- 
propriated to His fcrvice, refolvc to welcome 
every return of it with thankfulnefs ; pay an 
early attentionto Che duties of it j prepare your-^ 
f<<l^es for the piiblic ftrvice by ferious and fca.* 
fonabte reflefbions on the mercies of God in th« 
creation^ prefcrvation, and redemption of the 
v^orld, and particularly, in afibrding us the means 
of grace on every labbath day, in order to render 
"US capable of the eternal bleflings, fo dearly pur* 
<^ha(ed, and prortiiied to fuch as (hall enter into 
his rtft« Draw ncar^ then, with chearful hearts 
to the gates of His holy temple, and enter into 
His courts with pt-aife. Let no part of the ftr- 
vice, there to be performed, be treated with in- 
difference" and contempt ; turp nut away from 
the blefling ofR^red you in the. Holy Commu- 
nion of the Body and Blood of .Chrift s devote a 
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feafbnablc portion of the day to innocent and 
temperate feftivity ; but fufFer nothing to inter- 
fere mth your attendance on both morning ^and 
evening prayer : the fabbath day is pever kept 
holy, when either of thefc fcrvices is carelefsly 
negledled. Let ferious medications on what has 
been heard or reademploy your evening thoughts. 
Such of you as have families wi}l do well to de- 
dicate a portion of time to.the inftrudion of 
your children and your fcrvants j and I dare 
promiie you, from a fabbath fo employed, more 
real comfort and fatis&Aion, than any other mode 
of fpendbg it can pofiibly afibrd. You will 
be well prepared to meet the occurrences and 
dtfcharge the dutiejs of your feveral fiations in 
the fbllowii^ w<^k. ; You will find yojirfelve^i 
more ready to receive the difpenlations of Pro- 
vidence in a proper manner, and to improve 
them to the beft advantage ; if profperous, to 
enjoy his bleflings with moderation -, if adverfe> 
fo endure his wholefomc correftions with patience 
and with fortitude. In a word, you will, by the 
due obfervance of this holy day, be difpofed and 
enabled fo to pafs through things temporal, a:| 
not finally to lofe the things which are- eternaL 
Your fabbath fpent in the fcrvices of piety on 
jcartb, will be a prelude and an introduftion to 

that 
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that ctental fabbath, which ihall be the portion 
of -the children of God in his kingdom of e ver- 
lafting glory, through Jefijs Chrift our Lord : 

To whom with the Father, and the Holy 
Spint, be all honour, glory, and praife, world 
without end. Amen. 


EXODUS XX. 12. 

Honour thy Father end thy Mother , that thy 
D/?yj may he long in the Land which the Lor d thy 
God givefh thee. 

THE two Tables of the Law, containing the 
fum and fubftance of pur duty to God, our 
neighbour, and ourfelves, are not equally di- 
vided in number. For, on tht/irji, only thofc 
four Commandments were infcribed, ' which let 
forth the duty that we owe to God, whilft 
in the remaining fix, arc comprehended the dl^ 
des which are required of us, as members of 
focicty, and, candidates for the glories of heaven. 

The Fifth Gammindment, which we arc 
now about to confider and explain, contains a 

much 
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.much greater extent of duty, than the terms 
made ufe of appear immediately to prefcribe. 
The w(Mds Father and Mother, not being 
limited to our Natural Parents, but including 
Mother relative conne&ionS) and injoining other 
duties of the utmoft importance to our ttfuporsl 
comfort, our ffiritual improvement, and our 
eternal happinefs. 

In this enlarged interpretation of the wohl 
Father, we confider the King, whom we arc 
required to honour and obey, as the Father of 
bis futjeffs ; engaged by every folemn obliga- 
tion of duty and confcience to exercife that au-^ 
tbority, with which he" is inverted by Him, 
'* through whom Kings reign,'* with parental 
afFedioni and a conftant attention to the happi- 
nefs of his ptoplt. In the term Mother, the 
Chriftian comprehends^ in an enlarged and ipi>- 
ritual fenfe, the Cbur<h, of which . he cixiea- 
vours to approve himfelf a faithful Son, and to 
whofe ordinances he uniformly ftrives to fhew 
a ^lial obedience. It was well obfcrved by an 
ancient writer, that **he cannot be faid to ho- 
nour God 2is K\s Father, who does not reve- 
rence the Church as his Mother:'' by which we 
are hr from, meaning a bliml and unreaibnable 
iattachment to any rites, ceremonie3| and injunc^ 
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tions impofed by the Churchy and hot j^ftablilhed 
by, or in aU. reipedts agreeable tO| the Word of 
God ; but a confcientious fubmifllon to the au-^ 
thority of the Church in fuch ordinances^ as are 
evidently derived from the fountain of une-cring 
truth. The Twentieth Article of our Reli- 
gion hath drawn the line with perfeffc judg^ 
ment in this cafe; where it allows the Church to 
have power to decree rites or cencmonies^ and 
authority Jn controverfies of faith : but yet it de- 
clares, that it ss not lawful for the Church to . 
* 

xsrdain any thing that is contrary to God's writ- 
ten word i nor fo to expound one part of Scrip** 
cure, as to render it repugnant to another. It 
tronfiders the Church as a wimefs and a keeper 
of Holy Writ J but as not at liberty, or any 
way authorized) to decree <uiy thing ^ainfi the 
iatne; nor even authorized to infbrce anything 
h(^dcs the famcj as neceifary to be believed in 
order to falvation* . 

In thatpart of t)ur Catechifm, in whteh our 
duty towards our neighbour is fconfidcred, the 
obedience and^ rclpeft here required to be 
fiiewn to our parents, are explained, as due to ** all 
that are fet by the King in authority over us ; to 
all our Governors in Church and State y '— " to 
our Teachers, our Spiritual Paftors, and Maftcrs. '* 

It 
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Irvnjolns an humble reverence for our fuperiors, 
as well becaufc it is for the convenience and 
comfort and good order of the community, that 
a diftinclion of ftations fhould be obferved, ac- 
cording to the different poffeflions, rank, at- 
tainments, and degrees of men, as becaufc an 
humble mode of behaviour to fuch as are beft 
able to help them in their ncceflity is an inftancc 
of the higheft prudence in thofe, whom Pro- 
vidence has placed in a fituation of dependence. 
Let it however never be forgotten by fuch, as 
fill the higher departments in fociety, tliat though 
equality amongft men is an ablurd and inlpof- 
fible idea, yet that, in the fight of God, all 
men are equals without any relpeft to outward 
circumftances ; but that a great difference will 
one day be made, when every man fhall be re- 
warded according to his works. When the 
finner, however diftinguiflied by the gifts of 
fortune, however eminent for his literary at- 
tainments, however illuftrious his rank, how- 
ever conlpicuoiis his charaflcr^ jvill be only fo 
far recommended to the favour of Him, who 
is *^ no refpefterof perfons,** as he has excelled 
in the 'knowledge, and fear, and- love of GoD ; 
and in the obfervance of his Commandments, 
Let riot then the wife man glory in his ivifdomi 

neither 


( 49 ) 

thcT let the mighty man gloty in his migbt; let 
«0t the rich man glory in his ricies ; but let him 
that glorieth glory in this; that he knbwcth and 
tinderftandeth the Lor'd; and hath endeavoured^ 
through His gracious affiftance^ to live in obe« 
•dicncc CO His will. 

The dudes which belong to die ftations ifi 
which we are refpeftively placed, may be con- 
sidered as mutually binding on all orders and 
ttegrccs of men. The Commandment, in its 
obvious and literal fenie, is indeed an addrels 
to young pcrfonsj to love^ honour, and alfift 
their natural parents 5 yet, we all know, that 
there are duties equally belonging to parents 
towards their children ; and fb in every fitua- 
tion of lifc^ the duties are reciprocal from die 
King towards his SuhjeSls; and the Subjects to 
their King j from the mafttr towards his^^^wrf, 
and the fervant towards his mafter ; from the 
hti/hand toyfzrds his wife, and the wife towards 
her hufband, and fo forth : from alU in fhort, 
in every ftation of fupcriprity, towards fuch as 
ure placed in aivy of the inferior ranks and or- 
ders of fociety j and from all in a ftate of infe- 
riority, to thofe whom the Providence of God. 
hath fct over thern^ 
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The end of this Commandment is the prc- 
fcrrationof harmony and peace in the world; 
and this can only be cfTeded by the attention 
of every individual to the duties of his . owa 
particular ftadon : and the influence, which this 
attention has upon the jgeneral tranquility, fhew^, 
that the religion which we profcfs, is not Ids 
friendly to our happincfs on earth, than cilcu-*- 
latcd to fecure it in the world to come. On 
this duty, therefore, which, as fubjefts, we owe 
to our Governors in Church and State, con- 
lidcring the words Father and Mother in. this 
more enlarged fenfe, I fhall employ the. re- 
mainder of this difcourfe. Indeed, if it were 
otherwifc confidered, the Commandment would 
have only a Very partial and limited application; 
The major part of our hearers, whofc parents 
have long fii^ce been taken from, them, could 
feel no intereft-in exhqrtations to this duty of 
honouring their parents, in a literal fenfe ; but 
obedience to Governors, whether to the So- 
vereign, as the father of his people, or to 
fuch as are invcfted with temporal or fpiritual 
authority, or to the ordinances and inftitutions 
of that Church, which, under the charaAcr of 
the Spiritual Jerufalem, is confidered as the 
Mother of us^all^ nourifhing and cherifhing her 
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children with the wholefbmc food of found doc- 
Q^ine, and fandkifying, refreihingj and itrength- 
ening their fouls by her holy Sacraments — to 
thefe, I fay. Obedience is a duty uniyerjdly re- 
quired, and for which we ftiall all be account- 
able at the laft day. 

The importance of this duty in the prefent 
times, is io obvious, that it is fcarcely neceflary 
to point it out to you j an headftrong princi- 
ple of refiftancc to lawful authority appears to 
have involved a large portion of the world in 
confufion, anarchy, and bloodflied. Happy is 
itfortliis highly-privileged country, that it hath 
been hitherto prefcrved from being the eye- 
witnefs. of fuch calamities; though it has not 
been without its (hare in the inconveniences and 
forrows, which the neglcft of the duty before 
us, in the fenfe in which we are now cohfiderihg 
it, hath brought* upon mankind : flight as our 
fufferings are, when compared with thofe of 
other nations, whole country is the feat of war> 
they are fufficient to give us a clear notion of 
the itiifchievous confequences of difobediencc 
to this Commandment \ it leads men to vain 
and tinreafonable attempts to diflrurb and per- 
vert the eftablifhcd order of things ; to aflert 
rights incompatible . with every idea of wcU- 
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ordered fociety ; tp introduce unheard-of prin- 
ciples of univerfal equality i abfurd in theory, 
and unattainable in praftice. Surely, then, ne- 
ver does the Go4>el more fully juftify its cha- 
rafter of being the Gofpel of Peace, than when 
it is found to inculcate that humble, quiet, peace* 
ful difpofition, which is fo produdbivc of both 
individual and national conlfort, fatbfadtion and 
prplperity. A whole volume, written on the 
fubjcft, could not more exaftly defcribe, thtothc 
Apoftle St. James has done, in a few lyords, the 
different charafters of that contentious fpirit, 
which exalts itfclf above the wifdom even of the 
Supreme Governor of the Univerfe; and of ^ 
that humble, obedient, and traftable fpirit, which , 
is the genuine offspring of Chriftianity : " Who," 
lie aflcs, " is a wife man, and endued with 
** knowledge amongfl you ? Let him fhew oyt of 
** a good converfatibn his works with meeknefs 
" of wifdom. But if ye have bitter envying and 
** ftrife in your hearts,'* envying againfl the fupe- 
liority, in which others are fct over you s and 
Zr vain a,nd unreafonable firife to raifc yourfelves 
to a footing of equality, where God hath or- 
dained fubordina^tion for mutual comfort — If 
thefe are the difpofitions of your hearts, " glory 
" not, and lie not againfl 4he truth : This wif^ 
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** dofn defccndeth not from above > buj: is 
" earthly, fcnfual, devililh : For where envying 
" and ftrife is, there is confufion and every evil 
*^ work. But the wifdom that is from 'above 
** is firft pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
** cafy to be inireated, full of mercy aqd good 
« fruits, without partiality (in the margin of 
the Bible it is without wrangling) ai^d without 
hypocrify;'* to which the Apoftle adds, "that 
the fruit of righteoufncfs is fown in pe^ce, 
by them that make- peace;" whofc defirc 
and endeavour it is to exhibit in their character 
und conduft that fpirit, which will bring them 
to the neai'eil reiemblance of th^ Pi^incs of 
Pbace. 

Such then is die extept of this duty as prc<* 
fcrib^d by the Fifth Commandment, coniidered 
in a larger fignification than the terms Father 
and Mother immediately point out to us i and 
the fame may alfb.be faid of the bleffingpro* 
mifed to the due performance of this duty : the 
Apoftle refers to this, as ^' the Firft Conimand* 
ment with promife j" but he no whjere fays, th^t 
the bleifing contained in the promife is merely 
temporal. The land prpmifed an4 given tx>' the 
people of Goo, was underfkpod by the £iith- 
fulj to be a figure of that better land of pro*. 

D 3 mife. 
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mi/c, which awaits our acceptance in a future 
ftatc. And the long enjoyment of it, which an 
obedience to this Commandment is encouraged 
to expeft, is only, in other words, a promife of 
eternal blifs^ to fuch as demonftriate the fin- 
ccrity of their love to God, by their performance 
of the duty which they owe to each other. In 
this fcal^ of duties, that which we" have been 
treating ofi like the objefts to which it refers, ' 
has juftly the pre-eminence; the fame prin- 
ciple which leads to the performance of the du- 
ties required by this Commandment, will ren- 
der us diily obfei'vant of all the others, which 
we owe to our neighbour ; it is that grand prin- 
ciple of rendering to all their due \ obedience to 
parents; fubmiflion to lawful authority; ob- 
ierv?mce of the commands of our fuperiors : AD 
which are tokens of that meek and humble 

fpirit, which lays the foundation of peace and 
comfort in the prefent flate, and prepares us 

for the enjoyment of thofc bleffings in the land 

• of proniift, thi heavenly Canaan, which that 

great pattern of obedience Himfclf hath pup- 

chafed for his faithful fcrvants, even Jefus Chrift 

our Lord ; In whofc cdeftial kingdom may He 

b^ -pleafed to grant us an inheritance, Which 

fhall endure for ever, at his own right hand, 

who 


> » 
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* 

■who Uveth and reigneth with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, ever One God, world without 
end. Amen. 


EXODUS XX. 5. 

Thou Jbalt not kill. 

" WHEN it is confidered that the " end of all 

the Commandments is Charity," which is the 
hbtid of peace and perfeftnefi s that all the law 
is compfclicndcd in this one laying, " Thou 
" fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfclf," we can- 
not wonder at the injunftion in die text. The 
fin of murder here forbidden, is the moft 
heinous violation of that royal law, on which 
every obligation of duty towards our neigh- 
bour depends. " Whatfoever ye would that 
*' men Ihould do to you, do ye even fo to them,' 
** for this 'is the Law and the Prophets." If we 
trace the hiftory of this odious crime to ijs ori- 
gin, we fhall find' that it was one of the firft 
bitter fruits of that fin, which in every fenfe 
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of the word brought death into the world. The 
envy of die elder fon of fallen Adam produced, 
the horrid murder of his brother Abcly and ex- 
pofed him to all the dreadful efFefts of the di- 
vine dilpleafure* It became neceiflary to de- 
clare the determined vei^eance of heaven againft 
this odious tranigreffion ; accordingly it was or- 
dained^ that " Whofo flieddeth man's blood, 
*' by man Ihall his blood be flied:" The image 
of God cannot be effaced, and every obligation 
of humanity and charity be diflblved, without 
the higheft degree of criminal contempt of the 
wiir^nd commands of our Great Creator. He 
kathi otdained, that mutual benevolence an4 
brot4)erly kindnefs ihould diftinguiih the cha^ 
tiSxx of peribtis endued with a rational minc^ 
and created with a capacity to promote the 
weifiu-e and happinefs of all around them. Ic 
Would h^ a very injurious refledion upon the 
Mofaic difpenfation to conlider it otherwife than 
as highly recommendatory of the. exercife of 
good will to mankind. << if thine enemy hun^ 
*^ ger, feed him j if he tbirft, give him drink,'* 
was as evidently an injundtion in the Old, as it 
watf a&erwards in the New Tellament : ^' li thins 
^^ enemy's ox or his afs fall into a pit, thou fhalt 
<< farefy help him qxj^ -, if he &11 under his burn 
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^' d«n, thou fhalt ftwely raife him ^^^ We cto 
not dciiy, tji^t this duty is ftill more forcibly in- 
joined and prefcribed in the Gofpel by Him; 
Who /' came hot to deftroythe La;wr and the 
*' Prophets, but to fiaJfil"* tbe:fti» Ow Saviour 
tobferves, that k had hta\/aiif, — not in ^ny part 
of the I^w of God, (for in fto part 6f it is it 
to be found) ** Thou fhalt love thy neighbour^ 
and hate thine enemy /' this had <mly beetajafli 
4>y the falfe interpreters Of it, whd iccommcf^- 
dated the fcnfe of Scriptiirc to the di£t*teli oC 
their own corrupt ibinds. The Ciiriftiah La«^ 
giver inculcates a very different leiS>ri :— ^' ifay 
•* unto you, Love your enemies i Blefi them 
^ that curie you ; and pray for them tk^ ^de^ 
'^^ fpitefiifiy ufe you and perfeciiite you :*' A|id for 
«ur encouragement Me add^, that this .wttt ex^t 
us 10 a reftmbiance of our heaVeAly Father^ 
Vhoie mc^^ is over all bis wor|;s; wto maloekh 
Ikis^ 1^ rfteott ibt wilit^ we4i as on the ^4/^ 
3md ^b J^iKdfeth bfts^ctou^ r^ upon the j^vift 
and tmjiifr* 6tNft fy, if yw woidd for in^ an ntea. 
>of a di$ofitk>n di^Aly Q^poiite tar that v«inek 
^/goipel ivquircfi, you woitfd iftid \t ii4 thite 
heart, which iis filled with hatrdd atid fiia}ic€; 
which is ever employed in ittcditating iniibhief 
^ Others^ ^nd wliidt i^ otily reftmifted froih 
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open afts* of violence and murder by the terror 
of the laws, and the apprchenfion of perfon^ 
fufFerings, ^ . ^ 

How odious the vic^.here forbidden is in the 
fight of Gop, appears, not only from the ex- 
emplary vengeance in Aided on the firft guilty 
perpetrator of this crime, on whom a fignal mark 
of the divine difpleafure was imprinted, bjut alfp 
from th$ abhorrence fhewn in after-ages to fuch 
of- h\^ own p^tuliaf people, as had brokqn thi? 
holy : Commandment. God 4-lmighty tells 
them that.no outward obfervar\ces, however 
pundhially performed, . however conftantly per.- 
fifted in, could be otherwife than hateful in His 
fight,.i£ they.wef€; the fef vice? of fuch ^ were 
not! pQre from) itbis heinous fin. Bringy ftith 
Jehovah, Jio more vain p^klations i Incenje. isitm 
abominatiin to.m^ : the New Moms and SaahHthAi 
Jbe calling of Ji^emkli'es, I cannot away V)itb i. M 
is iniquity y even your Jslemn Meeting : To.ur'Neip 
iMpo»i. 4nd j,o^t:4M^omted F^ajis my[foul batttka 
ithiycme a trouhk.uvio? me, I ami^cafyto hour 

« 

mil kidf mine eyes from you ; . Xea^ wbfn ye .make , 
.1M10 pt^erSi I will Hothear^'Youx hanrs are 
ruLt OF ulOod. *' Their feet," He tells them m 
gnother pjace, ^' r4n |o xvU> jand tljpy n^c i^aftp 

\ : to 
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I. 

to flacd tenocent blood." No wonder that they; 
knew not the way of peace j that they looked 
for judgment, but there was none i for falva-. 
tion, but it was far ofF from them. No won^ 
der that they felt in their minds that horror, 
which is infeparable from guilt of every kind, 
but. which is particularly attendant on this Ipc- 
cies of wickednefs. The hand that is de- 
filed with blood, fcldom fails to produce difmay 
and%en:orJn the heart; the laws of God. and 
man rife up with peculiar force againft thefe of- 
fenders J they are feared with vifions of the night> 
when the minds of the innocent are at reft ; 
they behold the vengeance of Gou and man 
hanging over their heads, and every moment 
ready to fall upon them. In all hiftories of the 
wretched confequences of this crime, we find 
that it feldomer efcapes detedlion than any 
other J in fome cafes, many years are fufFered to 
clapfe ; and the wretched fmner, who knows that 
his guilt has not efcaped the eye of heaven, 
flatters himfelf that he hath at leaft efcapcd the 
difcovery pf man ; and while he thus wraps him- 
felf up in afa]fc and ill-founded fecurity, fomc 
unforcfeen, unthought-of circumftance occurs, 
which brings thc.hiddcn wickednefs to lights 
and expofcs the offender to^the puniihmcnt which 
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his iilitjtrit^ drfctvcs, and t6 the dxectiriroh of * 
ibntente 6f molt th* btdifta^ fc verfty. To the 
ihilrdcrd!r tbit affurahcd mort f)amct3larfy be- 
tengs, i;^hich Moft^ urges to the people of 
God,' to difcouhige dietn from wiJftil difobe- 
dience : ^* If y^ wiB not do that which the Lord 
yotir <5oD hirfi commanded you, behold, you 
Irifl fin agai/rft the LoRt>; andi^ fare^ your Jin 
^ill find you tiui:^ 

There is a particular mftance, in whirh this 
Commandment is WrlFiflly and daringly broken ; 
but to which, in its fatal extent, they for whom 
thefe inftruftions are principally defigfted^ are 
hot likely to be tfempted^ I mtan the horrible 
pf at^kc of SkHUng^ one of the' matiy dsmgerous 
privileges of fuperior raftk r for the teafbn juft 
mentioned, becaufe yoii are not likfely to fall 
into this crime, 1 fliall have no need to enlarge 
ttpon it on yout account ; yet I cannot difmifl 
the fubjeft, without eintering my p^otdft agairtfl 
& praftiec fb direftly contrary to the law of 
God 5 I am well aware of the diHkirities int6^ 
is^hich cbnfcicnftKHis pcrfons may occafionaliy 
be drawn on this fub^eft ; but furb I dm, that 
in evety cafe where the choice is only betweca 
thcfetwb things: "Whediier We ih^U obfet^vfe 
^« the law of GoD^ or comply With the finftH 
J> « cuftoms^ 


( «1 ) 

'* etrftams of the world,'* the dctcrminjrtton i» 
obvious ; that to obey God is better than to 
pleafe mefti m the hazard of ofHsnding God ; it 
h no reflciftion upon any man's courage, that 
he is afiraid to fin againft Hitn, who is able to 
deftr6y both his body and foul eternally : but 
k IS a great inftance of a want of real fortitude, 
Wheli men had rather violate a pofitive Com- 
mand of God, than ttpofc theftifclves to the 
cenfures of a finful world. It was the faying of 
^ very brkirc perfon, highly worthy to be re- 
c6rdfed, when, having fliewn that he decliticd 
a fingle camb^t, purely from motives of con- 
fciehce, and a principle of duty, he laid, " Place 
•"^ Ttit iti the front of the batdc j I dare advance to 
** the mouth of a cannon, when my duty calls me" 
*' to it ; but I have not courage to face an angry 

^* God." 

I obfcrved th^t this deticate ferife of honour^ 

^hich leads men fd .frequently to endeavour to 

deftroy each ethier, is not likely to draw mafty 

cf riiofc who now heair me, into this extremity 

of guilt ; yet have wc greit caufe to comphtiA 

of the many tnftaiiees of outrage and refent- 

Inentj which even flijght provocadons Are wont 

to produce in the Inferior -ordcw ef mfeh :-*a» 

Whence otherwife come fightings among you? 

Whence thofc lawlcfs aflemblics, which have 

been 


been too often cncoiiragcd by perfons in fuperior 
ranks of life, and which have fometimcs ter- 
minated in <the preach of this Commaijdmcnt 
to its full extent ? Where the parties, engaged, do 
AOt perhaps alway^j meet with ipidicious refent- . 
ment rooted in their hearts j but whcfe, in the 
courfc of the confl^ft, every evil paffion is excited, 
and the only choice on cither fide is, " Vidory 
or Death." Let no man, plead, for a finglc 
moment, in behalf of a praftice, which mili- 
tates againfl: every precept of the .Goipcl, and 
is dcftrudive of ,every principle of charity : 
Let us only imagine one of thofe ferocious 
combatants, called, as is ibmetimes the caie^ 
from the fcene of adion to the tribunal pf God, 
with all his revengeful and murderous paffions, 
predominant in his heart; let us confider him as 
fummoned in an inftant before that all-righteous 
Judge,' with whom fuch difpofitions only are 
accepted, as arc " gentle, peaceat?le, and full of 
mercy." Ah! whither (hall he betake hinifelf, 
or what ihall he urge in his defence 1 Th^ foul, 
unarrayed with the grace of Charity, (and moft 
deftitute of this grace will every fuch foul be 
^found in that hour)^ cannot be accepted in the 
light of Him^ who hath declared^ that though 
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we have all faith, and knowledge, and liberaliqr, 
and zeal, yet without Charity we are nothing. 

Abftain then, I befeech you, my Chriftian 
Brethren, from the beginnings of ftrife, know-^ 
ing that its end is fo often deftruftion : culti- 
vate thofe eminently Chriftian virtues of hu- 
mility, mecknefs, patience, and forbearance: 
Remember that " charity fuffereth long, and is 
not eafily provoked ;" that ^* love worketh no ill,*' 
and much Icfs doth it work dcftruftion " to our 
neighbour:" Remember, tHat this Gommahd- 
ment is broken, where no aftual murder lis 
committed; but wherever hatred and malioc 
prevail in the heart and affeftions. He that 
Jbateth bis .brother is a murderer i arid whaJt fpl^ 
lows? — Te knowy faith the Apoftle, tb^t^no 
fnurderer bath eternal life^ abiding in h\m. ^ 

The time will not permit me to dwell on 

another iiof rijble breach of^ this Comiparidment^ 

V{Jien vsi%n tak,e upon themfclves to difpofe of 

.that Jifq , by their Own hands, of which they arc 

jnot proprietors by the gift of heaven j a mi- 

ierable twant of principle ren4ers men unable to 

Hand, when either fuddeti calanfiities overtake 

therfi, or the reproaches of an evil confcience 

overwhelm ,thcni. In the ralhnefs. qf impQ- 

tuous paffion they are deaf to the remonftrances 

V of 
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cf reafon^ and the law of God. Hence, mftcaJ 
of an humble, fervent application ^o the Father 
of Mercies, and the God of all Comfort, they 
jfboliflily prefer that Ihorter but moil dc/peratc 
rcfoiircc, to mrje God and dib. This being a 
crime which can never be repented of, we have 
no confolation cither to encourage of to ofFer> 
but by rcfolving the whole into downright mad- 
hefs, and palliating the finfulnefs of the a6t, by 
denying tfic refponfibility of the agent. 

Upon the whole, let us reflcdt on the ab- 
liorrencc which the Divine Lawgiver teftified 
againft this crime under the Jcwifli difpenfacion, 
Md let us »ot forget how/ar the precept is ex- 
tended in the Gofpel ; which requires us to love 
<iur enemies,— ^to do good to them that hate us,— 2. 
to pray lor them that deJpitefuUy ufe us ; — fo 
fliail we ht accounted worthy of that Name, 
'Which is fi^rior to every die moft honourable 
idiftinAkm in riiis world, we fiiall be accounted 
the Children tX, our Heavenly Father, the.Chil-r- 
■diren of Hfiiij ^Vfeo is t^e Father of all Mercies, 
ahd hath ^madit ^his the ^ character and token oi 
his dUcipk^ that ^e love oxit another. In two 
fliort fenieiures k c<>i^ained or implied the full 
^&ipl 0f dUr obedietice to this law :-^ ^ 

* * '"Wh«ttfocver 
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<' Whatdbever yc would tliat men ihould da 
•^ unto you, even fo do unto thcfti."— And,, 
*' If ye forgive men their trefpaifes, your Hea- 
" vdi^y Father will alfo forgive yours j but if 
'< ye forgive not men their trefpaflcs, neither. 
" will your Fajher which is in heaveAj forgive 
«' your tl-efpafies/' 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and- 
God tb« Holy Ghoft, &c. 


. / 


fiXODUS XX. <4. 

t 

n»u Jbutt net commit Adntiery. 

SUCH of my hearers as are liot properiy xn^ 
ftrufiied, will, I apprehend, hear this Command* 
ment recited, without underftanding its extent or ita 
importance. It is therefore ncceflary to inform fuch, 
that the word^^Z/rrj^^ though generally limited to 
one particular breach of duty, includes in it every 
inftance of intemperance, and excefs, every un-» 
Uwful indulgence of the palTions, and finful 
dcfires^ every irregularity of conduft, to which 

adults^ 
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adults, pcrfons* advanced from childhood to youth, 
are particularly tempted and inclined; I am 
well awar^ of the difficulty, which attends an ex- 
planation of this fubjedt s and I would* wi(h as 
• carefully to avoid every thing which- fhould of- 
fend, in fuch a difcuffion, as to palliate or ex- 
cufe a crime, which ftrikcs at the root of all that 
is dear and valuable among men, as weU as dll that 

is pure and amiable in itfclf. Surely, there is 
no inftance, wherein the law of God is violated, 
ivhereby the happinefs of the of&nding parties, 
or the peace of iojured &mtltes, or the general 
good order of fociety, is more eiFeftually dif« 
curbed and deftroyed. 

The fin, of which we are fpeaking, divides 
itfelf into a variety of parts, and makes its-ap* 
pearance in a multiplicity of hideous fOtrms. Of 
a few of them we will venture to fpcak, remind- 
ing you at the feme time, that whatever is con- 
trary to that purity of heart, that holinefs, with- 
out which no man can fee God^ is a tranfgreffion 
of this Commandment. 

The firft and groffcft inftanCe of difobc- 
dience to this divine law, is the violation of the' 
facfed bond of marriage; when either the huC- 
band or the wife afts in defiance of that moft- 
Iblcmn engagement, by which both are bound 

t« 
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to abftain from every other attachment, and 
rcn;iain conftant to each other, fo long as both 
parties fhall live. ' . 

This is the firft, plaineft, and moft obvious 
interpretation of the word adultery^ and involves 
in it fuch a train of evils, fuch a complication of 
mifchief, that it cannot be looked at without a 
mixture of pity and abh3l*rence. It cannot be 
named amongft Ghriftians, ^ that which be- 
tometh faints, or as other than that which is 
Inoft difgraceful to the Chriftian charafterr We 
find the name of Honour, and the epithet ** ho- 
nourable," frequently preflcd into the fervic^, 
but we know riot the mpaning of the word, when 
h is, unfupported by, and ftill left, when it is 
afting in defiance of religion. 

A fecond inftance, wherein this Commandment 
is broken, is, when thofe finfiil lufts, which are fo 
properly defcribed as *^ warring againfl: the foUl,'* 
are fuffcred to gain the afcendancy over our rfea- 
fon, over the obligations of duty, over the diftates 
of a well-informed confcience,' and the injunc- 
tions of the law of Goh, betwixt perfons of dif- 
ferent fexes, unconnefted with each other by' 
the bond ^ of matrimony^ The tertn by which 
this fin is exprcfled, I need fcarcely to tell you 
\%^fdrmcatimy and as little need I point out to 

you 
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you the (hocking prcvakncc of this crime. It 
is confidered by multitudes of perfons, mife^ 
rably deluded and depraved, as A very.par* 
donable, if not allowable, indulgence of thoie 
natural ^petites impl&nted by the wife Author 
of our Being for the maintenance of the worlds 
but which it is the bufinefs of reafon and rcligioa 
to regulate, togovernrand controuL 

Have 'then fuch defenders of, fuch advocate* 
for, this criminal indulgence been able to dii^ 
cover no difference between peribns endued with 
a radonal mind, and brutes which have no %m* 
derftaDding? Do they ima^ne, that neither the 
reftraints of reafon nor of religion are reqi|ire(]y 
10 eftablifli the diftinfkion between the mere 
animal of the earth, and the candidate for hea^ 
yen, the heir of immortality? Does the fe- 
ducer> the betrayer of female innocence, fee 
no guilt in beguiling incautious youth, in with- 
drawing a frail fellow-creature in an unguarded, 
moment from her duty to Goo, her parents^ 
and herfelf ? Does he feel no remorfe in co- 
vering the grey hairs of the afflifted parents 
with ihame and forrow, and reducing the 
wretched viAimjaf hi$ paffion .to the loweft 
ftate of infamy and dilhonour ? Does he forclec 
none of the evil confequences of ruining a frail 

mortal, 


mortal, created and defigncd, and formed to 
be a bleffing and conifort to ibme virtuous al^ 
'fociate, in a holy, pure, and honourable ftate; 
and rendering her a rnoft disgraceful,' peftilen- 
tial, and abandoned member of the community? 
Or, fuppofing him not aftually to have feduced 
Trom the path of virtue the objeft of his un- 
lawful paffions, does he fee no guilt in con- 
firming, fijpporting, and encouraging one al- 
ready feUen, in her guilty courfc of difobedience ? 
Is he not aware, that if ih efpecial reward is 
promifed to fuch as ihall be inftrumcntai in 
converting a finner from the error of his w^ys, 
a proportionable degree of guilt and punifti- 
ment muft be attached toriiofe, that harden tranf* 
greflbrs in the practice of iniquity ? Surely un- 
der all the circumftances of die cafe, this fin, 
<which men account fo venial,' fa excufabk, fo 
trifling, fo allowable, involves in it fo much 
perfonal impurity, fo ihuch domeftic forro^W, 
*liich inevitable mifery* and ruiii to one party, 
and fuch indelible difhonour to the other; it is, 
in Ihort, fo odious in the fight of a' God of in- 
finite holinefs ; and fo tinjdftifiable in the eyes 
of every decent, worthy member of fociety, 
that we cannot too forcibly apply the Apoftle's 
advice^ to fiee f^mkatimi ijiforcing our admo- 
nition 
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nidon with this afTurahce, that wboremcngers and 
adulterers God will judge: Not judge them in 
the ordinary fcnfeof the word; for we muft all 
ht judged I hnt Will vSimtdXy condemn them with« 
vout a (incere and unfeigned repentance. There 
are other inflances in whict) this Commandment 
is grievoufly tranfgrefled; I do not ipeak^ I 
hardly dare allow myfelf to think of, that crime, 
which drew down the judgments of heaven upon 
the cities of Sodom, ^and Gomorrha. This wer^ 
a token of fuel) ^common and fuch deplo* 
rable depravity and corruption of hes^rt, and 
mind, and morals, as is not only marked 
with the vengeance pf heaven, but renders the 
offender liable to the utmoft feverity of hu- 
man laws : the fentcnce of death follows this 
ocjiousoffente, proved in a court of judiea,- 
ture} stnd that Ihower of fire and brimftonc, 
which the Lord fent dowii from heaven upon 
the land, w^s a juft reprcfentation of the na- 
ture of that punilhnient, which awaits thb iin in 
the world to come. 

But there are other offences which^ do. not 
feem imntiediately within the fcope and mean- 
ing of this Cojnmandment, and yet come f^ly 
within the r^ach of the proljibition, Thou Jhalf 
not commit adultery : I have already obfcrved to 

you> 
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jrou^ that under this term arc comprized all thofe 
exceiies> by whatever name they arc, . dif- 
tinguifhed, into which adults or young per^ 
fons are particularly limbic to run; all intemr 
perance of every kind is a direct violation of 
this precept jaqd if there were no other ad- 
monition to abftain from drunkennefs, its being 
a breach of this'Seyenth Commandment is fuf- 
iicient to deter us from this difgraceful/vicc; 
a vice which throws down the diftinftion be- 
twixt a rational and an irrational creatiire> and 
debafes thejaireft work of God to a level with 
the beafts that periih. Read atten.tively Solo* 
xnon's defcription of the efFedts of intemperance 
on.the mind and body^ as given you near the con-^ 
clufion of r the ajd ch^ter of the Book of 
Proverbs; and alljdiffuafives from the vice of 
drunkenneis will after that be unneceflary.**-^^ 
There you will find it is the parent of 5' woe and 
forrow," of " babbling and contentions," of " red- 
nels of eyes," and of U wounds without caufe:*^ 
that itleadi^ to thofe, other breacheii of this law of 
which we have ajready Ipoken, by throwing rea- 
ion off*her guacd^ and depriving us of the ufe of 
the beft prefervatives of our innocence, the power 
of refledion^ and a recourfe to the inftruftions^ 
of the Word of God% ^* Thine eyes," faith 
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Solomon, " ftiall behold ftrangc women ; and 
« thine heart Ihall utter pervcrfe ^nd fooliih 
'•* Aings/* There being no fin into which the 
"drunkard may not be drawn, who is caffly led 
traptive by Satan at his will. 
. There are fome breaches of this Command- 
ment of inferior malignity, yet leadihg to the 
'worft of confequences, as they originate' from 
a tJepravity of heart, which only waits for op- 
portunity, and perhaps for fecrecy, in order to 
run into the foil excefsof riot and[ dehaiichery ; 
•as though the eyes of the Lord were not in 
every place, " ten thoufand times 'brighter than 
the fun, beholding all the Ways of the children 
of men,'*fo thaf*^ there is no darknefsnor fhadow 
cf death, where the workers of iniquity may 
iiide themfelves,'^ I am Ipeaking of fbolilh 
talking, filthy jefting, and wanton imaginations 
Wilfully indulged j all thefe arc preliminaries of 
the crime, which we are here required to avoid, 
as we would the face of a deadly ferpent. The 
feme infpired author, to whom we have juft now 
referred for the portrait of a drunkard, gives us 
as lively a pifturc of him, who is hKcly called the 
man of pleafurc, following his finful appetites to 
his own deftruftion. Having dcfcpibed the al- 
luring artifices of the harlot, by which (he has 
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overcome the faint rcfolutions of incautious 
youth : He tells us,. " He goeth after her ftraight- 
<«- way, as an ox goetl\ to the flaughter, , or as a 
" fool tof the correftion of the flocks ; as a bird 
^' haftcth to the fnare, and knoweth not that it 
" is for his life." Then it is, that we hear him 
lamenting the wrctchednefs of his condition, when 
his flelh and his body are confumed, and faying, 
*' How have I hated inftruftipn/ how hath my 
** heart defpifed reproof? I have not obeyed the 
" voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine car to 
*^ them that inftrufted me. I have been almoft 
** in all evil, in the midft of the affembly of 
*' wicked doers." Thus is the remembrance of 
fin proved to be a thoufand times more dread- 
ful than ever the a<fl of fin was pleafant: and if 
this were not the cafe, there is another confi- 
deration fi:ill remaining, and a future great and 
awful event, to which Solomon dircfts the at- 
tention' of his Man of Pleafure t-^^^ Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy youth, and let thine heart 
cheer thee in the days df thine youth j and 
walk thou in the ways of thine heart, and 
^ after the fight of thine eyes; but know thou,- 
** that for all thefe "things God will bring thee 
** into Judgment/ ^ 
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To this point I would wifli to carry the mind 
of the Ions and daujghtcrs of pleafure, as they 
are falfely eftcemed and called ; bccaufe lam 
lure their conduft, when a future day of ac- 
count is brought into their view, will appear 
as irrational as it is unholy: They will alk this 
important queftion— " What Jhall it 'profit me, 
if. I indulge myfelf in a momentary gratifica- 
tion at the peril of my foul?'* And, " How 
can I do this great wickednefs, and fin againft 
God?" 

Having fliewn the greatnefs of the evil, it 
BOW becomes my duty briefly to prefcribe .the 
remedy. And the firft mean of fecuring your- 
felves is certainly conftant, daily prayer ; which 
whoever neglefts, lays himfelf open to every 
aflault of the devil, the world, and the flefli. 
^^The next is, to fet God always before you, and 
confider yourfelves as always in his prefence : 
The eye of an all-righteous Beijig, who notr 
only abhors impurity, but is able to punifh it in 
tinae and eternity, that eye pervades the moft 
fecret counfcls of the workers of ungodlinefs, 
^nd His arm will punifti their offences with the- 
rod, and their fins with fcour^es: He hath 
marked the fin of which we are fpeaking with 
peculiar tokens of diljpleafure; as they.whofe 
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flelh is confumcd, whofe countenante is. de- 
formed, and whofe conftitution is utterly de- 
Aroycd by this vice, are very ready to ac- 
knowledge. — The laft mean which I Ihall 
mention, is, habitual temperance and purity 
in your ordinary courfe of life, and a ftrift re- 
gulation of your ordinary converfation. Re- 
member, that " out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth Ipeaketh : a good tree bringeth 
not forth corrupt fruit ; not a corrupt tree good 
fruit i"' rcftrain your appetites in thihgs' kwful, 
and they will not gain the afcendancy over you 
in thofc which are forbidden. The glutton and 
the wine -bibber is an eafy facrifice to every > 
temptation that is thrown iii his. vfkji^ Thcxdu- 
ties of a Chriftian are united By a tie that never 
can or ou^t to'be diffolved, when he is re* 
quired .'to Hvc T/i-j&/^^«^ with refpcft to men, 
godly with, relpcft to his Maker, zxid Joberly 
with rclpedtto himfelf in this prefent- world. 

Such ah unfv^crfal regard to Ac heart, anii 
Jifc, and condudt, - will . fccure our peace and 
comfort in this world, and open to usjaprolpeft 
of never-failing delight in the prefence of Gop, 
with whom, through the merit* of oof '*Re- 
deemer^ we Ihall experience the fulncfs^ of jovi 
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and pure uninterrupted pleafures for cvcfmorc. 
Which God of his infinite mercy grant, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


EXODUS XX. 15. 

Thou Jhalt not Steal. 

WHEN the Gofpel requires, as an indif- 
penfable duty, of every Chriftian, that, denying 
ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, he fliould live 
Joberfyy righteoufty^ and godly^ in this prefent 
world, it really fets before us the fum and fub- 
Hance of the Ten Commandments in thofe three 
words : For the firft includes the duty which wc 
owe to our/elves i the fccond, that which we owe 
to our neighbour '9 and the third, our duty to- 
wards God. The four firft, which are the 
Commandments of the firft table, comprehend 
the duties which we owe to God, of faith, love, 
reverence of His holy Name, and Day : The 
Fifths Sixth, and the Eighth, (now under confi- 
deration) and the Ninth, more immediately re- 
fpeft tbe^ duty which we owe to our neighbour^ 
rclpefting his perfon, his property, and his repu- 
tation j 
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tatibn ; whilft the Seventh and the Tenth rekte 
more particularly to the government of our- 
fclves, the due reftraint of thofe corrupt afFcc- 
tions, which lead men to inftances of open vio- 
lation of the laws of God. One of thefe we con- 
fidercd with more than ordinary attention in our 
laft difcourfe on the Seventh Commandment. 

The (hocking prevalence of thofe vices which 
are committed in defiance of that part of the 
Divine Law, made it neccffary to dwell more 
largely and particularly upon it, becaufe by 
many, even, the moil daring and outrageous 
breaches of the Seventh Commandment are con- 
fidered as pardonable frailties at the worft^ and 
by ibme even as allowable : while the left enor- 
mous violations of it are deemed fcarcely any 
offence at all againft the purity of the Divine 
Law, againft the happinefs of domcftic, or the 
good order and decorum of civil fociety. Such 
profligate fentiments and conduft cannot be too 
loudly protcfted againft; we cannot too ear- 
ncftly implore it, as one of God's moft gracious 
gifts, that he would be pleafed to create in 
us a pure heart, and renew a right fpirit within 
us. — This Eighth Commandment leads us to 
coniider the nature of that offence, which is di^ 
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refted more immediately againft the property of 
our neighbour. 

God, in His all-wife difpofal and govern- 
ment of the world, hath ordained, that nothing 
like equality fhould prevail in it: That foolifh 
device was left for the vain philofophyof thofe 
who fancy themfelves wiier than the Supreme 
Direftor of all Things in heaven and earth.— 
On the contrary, he ordained, that " the poor 
Ihould never ceafe out of the land:" that an 
opportunity never might be wanting for the ex- 
ercifc of that truly Chriftian grace, the virtue 
of charity, on the part of the rich ; nor of th^ 
other eminent grace, a patient refignation 'to 
the will of heaven, on the part jof the poor. 
But alas ! whilft the rich are tempted by prof- 
per^ty to fancy themfelves independent oh their 
Creator and Preferver,-and in the foolilhnefs 
.of their.imagination to alk, " Who is the Lord V* 
The poor aje tempted by adverfity and diftrefs 
to ads of fraud and diflionefty, and to take the 
Name of their God in vain-, that is, to condudt 
themfelves as perfons that know not God, and 
dike them who profefs not to be called by his^ 
Name. Uninfluenced by principles of com- 
mon honefty in their dealings 5 eager and in* 
lent ^pon either open and violent attacks to 
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fpoU and plunder, or fecretand artful devices 
to over-reach and defraud their neighbours.— 
Various are the inftances in which men allow 
themlelvcs to depart from the obligations of this 
Commandment ; the negleft of which leads to 
vices of the moft deftruftive nature ; deftruftive 
of health, time, property, reputation, and what- 
ever is moft defirablc to be enjoyed or prefcrved. 
To what other purpofe tend the hours confuted 
t)ver a gaming-table, of which we Ihall have 
«niore to ;fay in but- obfervatioiis on the Tenth 
Contmandiment, at which every art is praftifed 
thereby our ^neighbour may be defrauded and 
iryured even €o ' his utter ruin ! To what de- 
ftruftive confequences does that conduft lead, 
which induces men to commit every outrage 
againft the peace and fafefcy of their neighbours, 
-even at the. hazard of thtir lives, for the fake of 
thofe fupplfes^; which miglStbtrnort eafily obtairt- 
«d by honeft' induftry, *and muchmohe fatisfafto- 
rily enjoyed ? The fin of which we are Ipeaking, 
is fcldom found to be a Jtngie vice j it is too 
frequently the offspring of extravagance j of a 
wilful abufe of God's bleffings, by which men 
reduce .tl;iemfelvcs to the neceflity of ufing in- 
direfii: and dilhorieft means to amend their fitua- 
tion, improve their circumftances, and repair 
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their (battered fortunes: Men arc feldom tempted 
by downright ncceffity to the violation of this 
law J whenever fuch inftances do really occur, 
Qur humanity is called upon to Ihew itfelf in as 
favourable an interpretation of the laws as can ' 
with any fafcty be admitted s but offenders gene- 
rally break this Commandment, to enable them 
to perfift in the breach of others : they firft ruin 
thcmfelvcs by vicious and expenfiyc fUaJureSy aa 
they are improperly called, and then have re- 
courfe to thofe inftances of fraud, or rapine, 
which this Commandment fo pofitively fbrbid$, 
that they may confume what is (b unjuftly ac- 
quired, m the gratification of their finful apr 
petites. . 

There arc alfo other inftances, wherein this 
law is tranfgrefled, where the ftrift rule of juf- 
tice is not obferved in* men's dealings with each 
other. When once an evil Ipirit of covetoufneft 
has taken poileflion of the h^cart, there is no 
aft of diflioncfty ^o whicTi it will not dcfcend 
for the gratification of its prevailing paflion ; 
xhere arc no boundaries over which it will refiifc 
to leap, in order to the attainment of its wilhes : 
liorribic inftances, even of murder, have fre- 
•iq[uently prefcnted thcmfelvcs, which was com- 
mitted for the purpofe of gratifying this thirft 
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of gain. But wc arc here /peaking only of 
th€ low artifices of fraud and dilhonefty in men's 
daily intercourfe and traffick with one another ^ 
wherein truth and integrity, virtue and a good 
confcience, are all facrificed,^ for the purpofe of 
over-reaching our neighbour^ and adding dear-" 
bought riches to our poflelTions* Hence ariic 
the falfe balance, the unjuft weight, and the 
Icanty meafure, which is abominable : hence 
arife aU thofe injurious pra&ices,. whereby men 
fcruple not to grind the feces of the poor,: by 
afts of fraud in the quantity, the quality, and 
the price of the neceffary accommodations of 
life* Such perfons fcarcely need be told, that 
•' a falfe balance is an abomination to the Lord,'.* 
but that a '^ juft weight is His delight." Let thcfe 
tranigreflbrs remembery that as their aflions 
are obfcrved by an all-feeing eye, fb will they one 
day be weighed in an all-righteous balance, in the 
fcale of infallible unerringjuftice, when every man 
fliall be recompenled . according to hie works ; 
and with fuch meafure as they have meted with, 
it fliall be meafured to them again.. And if to 
have refufcd to Ihew mercy to the poor, will in 
that day be accounted a grievous violation of 
the law of charity, of how much forer punifh- 
mentjt fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought guilty,, 
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who hath refufcd to fhcw him common jufticc } 
who hath aggravated the miferies of poverty^ 
by withholding from it its due, and inftead of 
alleviating, by adding to its forrows ? There 
ac5e! not indeed . thofe eircumftances of terrory 
smd pcrfonal danger conne^ed with this mode of 
breaking the Eighth Commandment, which are 
found in cafes of violent robbery, by outward 
threats,: or in thofe of nightly plunder and 
depredation by armed force; but this daily and 
hourly fraud works like a fecret poifon, by flow 
and imperceptible degrees, to the great injliry, 
if not the ruin, of thofe, towards whom it is 
pradtifed, and to the (hame and mifery of thofe, 
who fcem to have utterly forgotten that ftriking 
queltion of our Saviour: *' fFhaf would it profit 
a man, if he could gain the whole world, to the 
iojs of his own foul y and what Jhall a man give in 
exchange far his fouW* Thefe ordinary afts of 
tjeccitful commerce do not perhaps fo forcibly 
ftrike the mind, becaufe they are not accom*- 
panicdwith eircumftances of pcrfonal violence^ 
but their iniquity is ftill the fame, and every 
departure from that facred law, which includes 
the whole of our duty towards our neighbour, 
and requires us to do unto all men as we would 
they Jhould do unto usy is in the higheft degree 
8' ofFenfivc 
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cffchfive to a moft juft God, who cannot be- 
hold iQiqiHiiCy without abhorrence. He loolceth 
down froojf.his fanftuary, and bcholdeth all the 
ways of the children of men ; and let fiich 
tranfgreffors of the. law, by thfe :obfcrvance of, 
which we fhould make the neareft approach 
towards one of the great perfeftions of the 
Deity; let fuch tranfgreffors be affured, that 
there isi no darknefe or fliadow of de^th, wherein 
the worker of iniquity can hide himfelf : let the 
fraudulent of every ' fpecies yiew each his own 
pi6l:ure in the contraft which . is drawn of a di-^ 
redlly oppofite character, by David,, in the 
fJ2th Piklm-.-^Blefe^ is the man that fearetk 
the Lord, and delight eth greatly in his Command*^ 
ments: We dare not proraife this blefling to the 
Vnrighteous, living in the continual breach of 
fuch Commandments. His feed Jball be. mighty 
upon earthy the generation of the upright fhall h 
bhffed: But can we hope, that the qnjufi: can 
tranfmit theit ill-gotten property with a blefling 
to their pofterity ? Riches and plenteoufnefs fhaU 
be in bis boufe^ and his righteoufnefs endureth for 
ever : Wealth and. riches may be in the houfe 
of the wicked ; but inftead of the. latter part 
of the Pfelmift's. blcffing, what faith St. James ? 
" Go tonowj ye rich menj weep and hoy^l for 
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^ the mifcries which ftiall comcAJp6n you. Your 
** gold and filvcr is cankered, and the ruft of 
*' them (hall be a witnefs againft you.— -^ good 
*' man is merciful^ difperfeth abroad ^ and givetb to 
'^ the poor ; bis hornjhall be exalted with honour. 
" The mercilefs unjuft defraudeth the poor: 
'* His fun fliall fet in obfcurity and thick dark- 
'^ nefs: He ihall behold the reward of the 
'^ righteous, and it fhall grieve him : he fhall 
*' gna(h with his teeth, and pine away with 
•* envy:" his eager, but ill-direftcd defire of 
happinefs Ihall be difappointed, and perifti. 

Let us conftantly bear in our minds, that a 
man's ways are before the Lord, and that he 
pondereth all our doings. Let us remember, 
that all our mod fecret tranfadions are naked 
and open to Him with whom we have to do j 
and that the righ^ous Lord loveth righteouf- 
nefs; His countenance will behold. His mercy 
will accept. His juftice will recompcnfe the 
uprightnefs of thofe that have dealt honcftly 
and juftly with others, in that hour, wherein it 
Ihall be found that, through the all-fufficient 
merits of the all-righteous Saviour of the 
world, ** In the way of righteoufneft is life 
*^ eternal, and in the path-way thcneof there is 
^* no death,"— -Now to God the Father, &c. 
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EXODUS XX. 1 6. 

T&m Jbalt not bear falfe witnejs againji thy 

Neighbour. 

WHEN we confider the immediate influence 
which the obfcrvance or the breach of this 
Commandment hath on the peace and comfort 
as well as the fafety of human fociety, we can- 
not but acknowledge its great importance vx 
the fcale of our religious duties. For to what 
fource can we trace more properly that difcord 
and that mifcry, which are fo prevalent in the 
world, than to that evil ipirit of rancour and 
malice, which the precept before us is fo im- 
mediately defigncd to prevent or to cxtin- 
guifli? 

-. We are exprefsly told, that '^ all bur doings 
without charity are nothing -v^orth i* and I need 
hardly obfcrve to you in what utter defiance of 
all the obligations of charity, is every tranf- 
grelfion of this Ninth Commandment. 

My bufinefs is to (hew into what particular 
branches the breach of it is divided.— iflr, then;, 
wc violate this law, whenever wc raife an evil 
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report, on unjuft grounds, againfl: our neigh- 
bour, whereby his good name, his intereft', or 
his property may be any way injured or endan- 
gered : you will here obferve, how immedi- 
ately this offence is contradi6k)ry to that .royal 
law of *^ doing unto all men as we would they 
fhould do uilto us :" I fcarcely need a(k anyone 
of my hearers, whether therd is any injury which 
he more fenfibly ffeels, than f that by -wiich his 
reputation isaffedbed, * The diiHeuItie$L0f po- 
verty he labours to furindunt, by hOncfl: induf- 
try ; the lofs of property he fubmit$ to, as one 
of the unavoid.ajble accidents of human life; 
but to be deprived of his good najiie, the poor 
man's treafure, and oftentimes his grenteft, if 
not almoft his only, comfprt— this is a lofs to 
which he cannot eafily be reconciledj an injury, 
to which he can never be. iodifferent, however 
it may be, as it certainly is, his duty to forgive 
it. • ^ ' ' ' . ■ .' 

But though be that utteretk a.Jldnder is a fool, 
cxprefsly fo declared by Solomon, and a fool 
in that' particular fenfe, in which the wicked arc 
moft' properly diftinguilhcd by . that name, yet 
there is another degree of folly and depravity 
oot much inferior to this, of which they arc 
guilty, who encourage the (landcrcr, by more 
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than a patient hearing, by an eager attention to, 
and an evident approbation of, his difcourfe.— ^ 
Such perfons do furely partake largely of the 
guilt of thofe, who wilfully defame the inno- 
cent and virtuous' i either defirous, through envy, 
to bring down fuperior merit to the ordinary 
ftandard, or through malice, fecredy to under- 
mine what they cannot openly deftroy : our duty 
certainly is not to'fiui thofe fparks of uncharitable 
cenfure, which, being encouraged, would ad- 
vance into a devouring flame, deftruftive to the 
charafterof our neighbour; but by filence, and 
apparent diflike of fuch malevolent converfa* 
tion, to extinguifli them : thus -reminding fuch. 
as are regardlefs of the precept before us, how 
little they poflefs of that principd grace of 
.Chriftianify, which " thinketh no evil," and con- 
fequently " worketh no ill* to its neighbour ;" 
and is therefore faid to be the accompliftiment of 
the law, fo far as the duties of the fecond- table 
are concerned. 

Another, and that a ftill more heinous of- 
fence againft this Commandment is, when any 
pcrfon, induced by malice, undue partiality, 
falfe notions of friendfhip, wanton profanenefs, 
and contempt of the divine authority of a God 
^f infinite truth and holincfs, prefumcs to coni- 
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fkm a known falfehood by an oath in a Court 
of Jiifticc. The infancy attached to this crime by 
the fcntcnce of our laws, and the general abhor- 
rence in which it is holden by all good men> 
one Ihould imagine would be fufficient of itfelf 
to difcountenance this odious and moft mif- 
chievous fin. But alas ! its frequency is fuch> 
as to be a juft ground of alarm to every fe- 
riqus rcflefting mind ; it is confidered as one 
of thofe daring provocations, which moft ea- 
danger the public fafe'ty, by drawing down the 
indignation of heaven not only on the offending 
individual, but on the nation wherein iniquity 
of fuch more than ordinary malignity abounds i 
*« Becaufe of fwearing,^' faith the prophet Jere- 
miah, " the land mourneth :" And it is no wonder 
that any country, kingdom, or nation^ fliould ex- 
perience the feverity of the divine difpleafure^, 
whofe profanencls fcts at nought in one aft the 
wifdom, the righteoufneis,. and the power of 
God j that wifdom which difcerns, that righteouC- 
nefs which abhors, and that power which is able 
eternally to punilh fuch prcfumption and im*- 
piety. But fo far as it is an high crime and 
mifdemeanor againft the Majefty of Heaven^ 
;we have liad occafion to confider the fin of 
perjury in our obfcrvations on the ThirJ 
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Commandment. It is here more particularly 
our bufinefs to confidcr its evil tendency, as 
it refpefts our neighbour ; whole deareft pof- 
feffions, charafter, property, and even life it- 
fclf are not a moment fecure, if they are liable 
to be invaded by thofe with whom the fanftion 
of an oath has no weight, or force, ^or obliga- 
tion. With fuch, every bond of fociety is 
broken, and the wall of partition is thrown 
down, whereby right and wrong, truth and falfc- 
hood, good and evil, are by the All- wife Go- 
vernor of the World fcparated from each other. 

Another breach of this law is obiervable in 
thofe, that with diflTerent degrees of criminality 
depart from truth in their ordinary converlation; 
We are not here Ipeaking of the malevolence of 
pofidve flander, but of that idle and wicked 
abufe of fpeech, which is employed in wilful 
mifreprefcntation of real fadls, at the bottom of 
which too frequently lurks a certain degree of 
malignity, which highly aggravates the guilt of 
every departure from truth. 

The fame authority, by which wc are in- 
joined not to Ipeak evil of one another, requires 
vs alfo nof to lie one to another, but to fpeak 
every man truth to his neighbour : and a portion 
in that lake of fire and brimftonc rcfcrved for 
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jtlic ungodly and inrpcnitcnt is efpecially affigned 
to liars. It is confidered as an unpardonable 
inftancc of corruption, when they whofe duty 
it is to refcmblc, as far as their nature will per- 
mit, tl^ perfeddons of the Deity,- <io fo far 
debafe thcmfclves, as to imitate the father of 
lies, both in name and nature : The literal' in- 
terpretation of the title, by which he- is diftin- 
guifhcd, ^vfe. the Devil and Satan, is, a flan- 
dcrcr, afid an accUfrr ; full of hatred and malice, 
and^ every fpeeics ' of uttcharitabkncfs. He is 
ftiled, irt the Book of Revelation, the atcujer of 
the brethren ; his office being firft to tempt frail 
toiof tals to difobedience, and then to accufe thtm 
before the throne of the Majiefty of God. 

Thefe arc the fevcral inftances in which this 
Commandment is broken, oftcntitties to the 
great dilhonour of God, and to the great injury of 
our neighbour, and always to the interruption, 
if not the titter deftruftion, of' that 'peace on 
earth, and that good-wiU amongft men, which it 
is the principal defign of the Gofpcl to eftablilh 
in the world. 

It becomes our duty to confider' now, in the 
laft place, how wc may bcft be prcftrved from 
the violation of this divine precept:— - 

Qur 


( St ) 

Our firft and greateft fccurity fecms to be, to 
remember that awful declaration of our Saviour, 
that " of every idle word that men (hall fpeak, they 
ihall render an account in the day of judgment j'* 
that " by our words we Ihall be juftified, and by 
our words we (hall be condemned/' Now, furely 
•nothing can come fo fully within. the defcription 
Toi idle words y as thofe which are calculated to 
Ao^ mifchief, and to difturb the* peace of fo- 
ciety ; they are idle indeed, but they are fome- 
thing worfe 5 and what fays the PfalmiH of 
fuch offenders ?*—" Thy tongue devifcth wick- 
^* cdncfsi with lies thou cuttcft like a Ihirp 
** razor : Thou loveft evil more than goojd, vantd y 
*' lying rather than to fpeak righteoufnefs^/Cpffq^ i^-^, 
** haft loved to fpeak all words that may dovl^jV 
" Othoufalfe tongue 5 therefore Ihall G(!^fJ$4.t.'^ 
^' ftroy thee for ever, and root- thee out of the- 
^* land of the living." The feverity of the 
punilhment annexed to this crime, Ihews its 
hatefulnefs in the fight of God, and demands 
our utmoft attention to a due regulation of our 
fpeech : which according to his ufe or abufe of 
it, is man's highcft ornament, or the bafeft in- 
ftrument of mifchief and difhonour. 

It will alfo be of great ufe to rcftrain us from 
this great offence, if we remember that there is 
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Hoi a word in our tongues, hut Thou, O Loxd^ 
kn<tweft it altogether : Thou knowcft that cut of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketb i 
and that^ if we would be careful that prudence 
and charity fhould diredt our difcourfe, we muft 
take care that they firft take up their refidence 
in our hearts. Let us accuftom ourfelves to 
think, charitably of our. neighbours, to put the 
mod favourable conflruftion upon their con- 
duA^ to make every reafonable allowance for 
their fraildes j where we cannot approve, to pal- 
liate 'y and endeavour to alleviate, what we are 
not able to juftify. Let uis remember the great 
outline of our duty, " to love our neighbour 
as ourfelves;'* and we ihall then be as tender of 
his reputation as our own. Let us remember, 
that the Witnefs of our words will one day be 
their 7-^^^' and we fhall then be careful, that 
our converfaticn (in the firft and moft obvious 
acceptation of the word) may \ft fuch as Jke^ 
Cometh the Go/pel of Chrift. Our language will 
then be for purity, the refemblance of that of 
an angel; and for truth, as the oracles of God ; 
for charity, it will be ♦the natural efFufion of 
loving-kindnefe and benevolence j and for edi- 
fication, it will be fuch as may minifter grace to 
the hearers: our tongues will be exercifed in 
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wiiclom, and holinefs, and truth upon earthy as. 
preparatory to their full employment in adts of 
praife and thankfgiving, in an univerfal chorus 
of angels and blefled fpirits^ in the kingdoni of 
heaven.-— Now-to God the Father, &c. 


EXODUS XX 17. 

Thoujhalt not covet tby neighbour's boufe : Thou 
Jhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife : nor his man^^ 
/ervanty nor his maid-Jervanty nor his oxy nor his 
afsy nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

AMONG the various duties which Chrifl 
tianity prcfcribes, Ibme have relation to the 
due regulation of the tongue, fome to that of 
the hands, and otlieis to that of the heart ; in* 
qi^ed, what is uttered froru the lips, or is per- 
formed by the hands, is principally influenced 
by the fuggeftions of the heart i and therefore arc 
we commanded " to keep it with all diligence, 
fincc out of it are the ifiues of life'' and death. 

Out 
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Out of the heart proceed not only evil thoughts, 
but alfo thofe evil afts which defile and deft roy 
the man* Cleanfe therefore the fource, and the 
ftreams which flow from it, and diflFufe them- 
felves through every part of our conduft will be 
pure alfo. But who can fay, I have made, or 
can make, my heart clean ? It muft be His aft, 
who originally made it pure, till the finful in- 
ventions of men corrupted its integrity. • To 
Him, therefore, muft our prayers be addreflcd, 
that He would be pleafcd to renew a right fpirit 
» within us. 

This laft Commandment of the fecond table 
of the law points immediately to a due regula- 
tion of the defires of our hearts. In terms moft 
explicit it forbids that covetoufnefs, of which 
our Saviour, in terms peculiarly forcible and 
emphatical, admonifhes us to take heed and he- 
ware. The very nature of the admdnition im- 
plies, that we are in more than ordinary danger 
of being feduced by this evil Ipirit; and the 
fins to which it leads are fuch, as are deftruc- 
tive of our prefcnt comfort, and ruinous to our 
future hopes. In the firft place, the fin againft 
which we are here warned, is marked with the 
blackeft eharafter of any in the whole of this 
iecond table of the Commandments. Beware of 
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covetoufncfs, which is, "idolatry.'* A ma- 
nifcft transfer of the affedtions from the Creator 
to the creature ; a calling ofF that confidence in 
the Great Creator and Governor of the World, 
which is both the duty and the happinefs of man, 
and mifplacing it on the weak, corruptible, and 
unfatisfadlory poffeflions of the world, which 
have neither liability, nor power to proteft; 
whijch arc moll fugitive in their nature, which 
make themfelvcs wmgs and flee away : fccondly, 
the fin, againft which this Commandment is 
defigned to guard us, is the parent of envy j 
tlian which no other difpofition of mind is more 
dellruftive to our peace. He, in whom this 
Ipirit of covetoufne/s prevaileth, lulletb to envy; 
he looks with an invidious eye on any fupe- 
riority of llation or poffeffions, to' which his 
mind perhaps very unreafonably afpiresj and 
infenfible of the many, comforts with which he 
is furroundcd, he looks only with an anxious 
eye towards fuch as he is unable to attain. It 
has pkafed God, in His infinitely wife difpolal 
of earthly things, to affign to his creatures dif-^ 
ferent portions of worldly bleffings 5 different fitu* 
ations, to which different duties are annexed* 
The idea of equality, not to be found among 
the fowls of the air, the fllhes c^ the fea, the 
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beafts of the field, nor even among the ftars of 
heaven, whereifi one ftar difiFereth from another 
ftar in glory, was left for unreafonablc man to 
adopt and defend, to the promotion of ftrife and 
confufion, and every evil work. It makes no 
part of the counfels of eternal wifdom : From 
the loweft Ihrub in the wilderncfs to the vene- 
rable oak in the foreft j and from the ieaft con- 
fiderable of the lights of heaven to the moft glo- 
rious Fountain of Light, to which all nature is 
indebted, under the bleffing of its Great Creator, 
for fupport, the idea of equality is utterly ex- 
cluded. Man, therefore, placed in the fituation 
which Divine Providence hath affigned him in 
this world, hath only to confider the purpofes 
' for which he is fo placed, the duties which hc^ 
long to his ftation ; and the bpft means whereby 
he may be enabled to fulfil thofe duties to his 
prefent comfort and his future happinefs. And 
he will foon find, that the Apoftle was no 
ftranger to the true nature of human happinefs, 
when he declared, that godlinejsy with content- 
ment y is great gain. This it is which ftrikes at 
the root of that vice, againfl which the Com- 
mandment before us is levelled. He that hath 
a mind contented with his condition, and there^ 
fire contented with it, iecaufe he is perfuaded 
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that himfelf and his concerns are in the hands 
of God, is fupcrior to the ordinary changes and 
chances of this mortal life ;, and has no tempta- 
tion to look with an envious eye on. the privi- 
l?g^s, poflcflions, or endowments of thofe who 
appear to n:\ove in a (pherc of fuperior eminence 
and advantage to himfelf. " This/' he may be 
fuppofcd to fay, " this is the path affigned me . 
by my Creator; in which I am not only per- 
mitted, but required to advance, by honeft in- 
duftry, and a faithful difcharge of the duties in- 
cumbent upon me. But nothing is to tempt me, 
by any indiredl, difhoneft or fraudulent means, ' 
10 deviate from that courfe which, as a faithful 
fervant of Christ, it is my duty to purfue." 
JVoe^ faith the Prophet, to him that coveteth an 
evil covetoufn^s to his hqufe, that he may Jet his 
neji on high : v^bo enlargeth his deftre as the grave j 
an4 is as deaths and cannot be Jatisjiedi U^^oe to 
hlrn that increajeth that which is not his ; not his 
own, but entrufted to his management, as a 
fteward of. the Great Proprietor of the Uni- 
verlc J fo tranfient in its nature, tiiat its owner 
can fcarcely be afcertained: fFoe to him that 
ladeth himfelf with thick cl^ : Thou haft confulted 

Jhame to thy houfe^/ and haft finned againft thy own 

fouU .Habbak. ii. 
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A third evil, againft which this Comthandment 
is intended to guard us, is that voluntary penury 
and want of al! things, to which an evil Ipirit of 
t:ovetoufi»?fs fo frequently cxpofcs its deluded 
votary. I need not bring to your minds the va* 
nous inftances of extreme wretchedncfi, into 
whicK fuch as are deeply infefted with this vice 
have been known to plunge themfelves, drag- 
ging on a life of mifery worfe than death. . Such 
ftories are related of the efitrfts of avarice, as 
would be ridiculous in the extreme, if they 
could be recited without horror. We cannot 
but grievoufly lament, that ever a rational 
mind fhould be fo debafed ; that ever the af- 
fcftions fhould be fo wretchedly fcdueed j that 
ever what was mtended to mankind for a blef- 
fmg fhould be perverted into a curie ; and 
that which was defigned as larger means of doing 
good, fhould be abufed into an oecafion of 
mifery and deftruftion, O! could you trace 
themiferies, which embitter every moment of 
the life of this deluded worfhipper of his worth- 
lefs idol ! What entire miflruft of his fellow- 
creatures! What fearful apprehenfions where 
there is no ground for fear ! His days are con- 
fumed in fufpicion; his flcfh is dried up for 
want of neceflfary fuflenance j his nights are 
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paflcd cither in fleepicfs terrors, or, if fleep 
fhould oyerta)ke , him, in horrible vifions of 
plunderers and affaffias ! He knows but of one 
gratification^ that of counting over his ufclefs 
hoard : and even this affords him more terror 
than fa,tisfaftion* He is fearful of being ap- 
prehended in the very faft, of enumerating 
thofe treafiires, which he hath fo repeatedly de- 
nied that he poflefles. He lives an object of 
vniverfal contempt; which may^ perhaps, be 
changed into pity with thofe, who confider fuch 
irrational conduct, as the effect of downright 
infanity. ^Such wretches as thefe, are living ex- 
liaiples of the truth of our Saviour's declaration^ 
fihai: we eaxiMtJervt God Mi mammm. Matt» vi« 
34* They are ftrangers^ ta every principle of 
teligiotis duty ; their hearts arc fleeled againft 
every . imprejplon of humanity i their ears are^ 
deaf to all the importunity of adveriity $ their 
bands are ck»iedagainit every inflance of libe- 
rality and charity. We cannot better addrefii 
ibch miierably deluded perfons than in the fpi- 
rited language of St. James :: Go to now^ ye rich 
men, v^ep and bowl fir the miferics tbatjhall come 
upon y$u. Tour riches are corrupted^ and your 
garments are moib-eaUn. Tour gold andjiher is 
Wikeredy and the rufi of themjhall be a witnefs^ 
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againjiyok, and Jhall eat your flijb as it were fire. 
Ye have heaped treafure (a treafure of wrath) 
againft the laft day ; the cries of thoje whom ye 
have dc frauded are entered into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabaoth. James v. i, a, &:c. 

In the Expolition of the Eighth Comtnand- 
ment I adverted to the unwarrantable pradtices 
of the gaming-table, which certainly originate 
from an evil fpirit of covetoufnefs, and arc 
purfued in a direft defiance; of this law : By 
prefcription, the praftice of gaming hath ob- 
tained the name and charafter of amu/ement, 
diver/ton, recreation y play. It is impoflJble to 
invent a more* grofs mifnomer, than either of 
thefe, as applied to this moft pernicious praftke; 
by which every paffion is excited, that can difr 
turb, difquiet, torment, and even confume , and 
deftroy, the fpirit of man. There^s not a ma- 
lignant paffion incident to corrupt nature^ Whkh 
this bewitthing habit hath not a dir<ift tendencjr 
to excite and encourage : envy, hatred, .^o-. 
vetoufnefs, impatience, unbridled rage, un- 
bounded profaneneft, and even blood-thlrfty 
revenge, are the concomitants of gamefters. 
The rear of this odious aflemblage of vicious 
afFedVions is brought up by horribte deipair^ and. 
the whole fcene is too frequently termiliated in 
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untiinely death, eithcrfrom the facrifice of TiealtK,, 
©r from the laft ftrokc of/uicide. — But I had; 
much rather prefent my readers with that ani- 
mated deicription, of this (falfely-named) amuje^- 
meniy which may be found in one of the Dif- 
courfes of an eminent Prelate, whole addrefles 
to the pubfic find their way to the hearts of 
his hearers in a very peculiar manner y and are,, 
at this moment*, it is hoped, produftive of the 
greatcft benefit to moft numerous and crowded' 
aflemblages of all ranks and defcriptions of 
hearers.: — ** Speaking of this diversion (as it 
** called) he declares it to be fomething far dif- 
'5 ferent from the conjmon run of amufcmems; 
** it has no foundation in our natural appetites y 
** no charms to captivate the fancy or the un- 
** derftanding ; nothing to make glad the heart 
** of man, to give him a. cheerful countenance^ 
"and refrelh him after the cares and fatigues. 
*^ of duty, but runs counter to reafon, fcnfe,. 

* This was written at»the time, wlien. the Lord Bi(hdp 
of London was delivering his eloquent, captivating, ani 
edifying Lenten Difcourfes, in St; James's parifh church ; 
the efFefts of which, it is earneftly hoped, will be both 
extenfive and permanent ; and we truft will one day bc-^ 
rendered of long and lading benefit to the Chriftian church,, 
by being widely circulated from the prefs,. * 
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and nature; defeats all the purpofes of amufe- 
ment; finks the fpirits inftead of raifing them ; 
fours the temper inftead of improving it; and 
when it is carried to its utraoft length, takes 
fuch entire and abfolute poflcffion of the Ibul, 
as to Ihut out every other concern both for 
God and man; extinguifhes every generous 
fcntiment; excites the moft malignant paf- 
fions i provokes to the moft profane expref- 
fions ; brings diftrefs, fometimes ruin, upon 
" its wretched votaries, their families,, friends, 
*' and dependents ; tempts them to ufc unfair, or 
*^ mean, or opprefGve methods of retrieving 
*' their affairs ; and fometimes to conclude the 
" difmal fcene by the laft fatal ad of dcfpera- 
" tion. This furely can never be .ranked 
*^ among our innocent amufcments. Yet as 
" fuch it is purfued, and has even appropriated 
*^ to itfelf the name of play ; for what reafon 
I know not, unlefs to play with our lives and 
fortunes, with happincfe temporal and eter- 
" nal, be the moft deleftable of all humafl en- 
" joyments *. 

\Ve are alfo well aware, that all the plunder 
and rapine, which occafion fo much mifchicf and 

» • Sec Bifhop Porteus's Sermons^ Vol. I. Difc. xiv. 
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difquict in the world would be avoided, if the- 
injundtions of this holjr Commandment had their 
proper influence ^ if men would be induced 
carefully to watch over the firft emotions and 
defires of the heart. Wc fhouJd then have 
the ^ti&fa£iapn of feeing every man gratefully 
receiving, temperately enjoying, and wifely im- 
proving, the bleffings of God's gracious Provit- 
dencf -iWe fliould behold them, if not exalted 
tq a iuperior fiation> contented with an inferior 
one^ and diipo^fed to adom it by a virtuous con* 
tenpnent, and by exemplary .fobricty : Bellow- 
ing that little, which the Supreme Difpofer of 
all thingf enables them to beftow, with a cheer- 
fuLn>ijnd, and with a willing. hand^ for the relief 
of fuch as are in rbeceffity: Not reaching after 
poffefiions, which they never were intended tb 
enjoy, and thus lofingall relifti for thole,, whick 
the Providence of God bath brought within 
their reach : improving, with pious contentment, 
the gifts whether of nature, of the world, or 
of grace, to the glory of Him that gave them ; 
to their own immediate benefit and comfort; 
and the advantage and happinefs of their fellbw- 
creatures : coyetiAg only the hefi gifts ; fuch as 
will advance their fouls in grace and holinefs ; 
fuch as will render them rkh \n faith dind in good 
' worksy 
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mrks, and prepare them to become partalcers^ 
of that incorruptible treafure in Heaven, which 
faileth not ;. where every defirc of the foiil fhall 
be fatisfied with that fuln'efs of moffi piire de- 
lighty which the Saviour of the Wot?ld hatK. 
purchafed and prepared for all thofc that manifefl: 
• their love of God by keeping his Cominand- 
ments. — ^To which (late may Goi>> of his infi-^ 
nite mercy, bring us all through a Kvelyi faith,!. 
produ6iive of holy obedience, for the fkkc of 
Jesus Christ, our BlelTed Lord and Saviour; 

To whom, with the Father and the- Holy- 
Ghoft,. Three Fcrfons' and One (jOd, be af^ 
€ribed> as^ is moft juftly* due, all honour and: 
praife, all glory and dominion, alj worfhip 'andi 
adoratbn,, world without end*^ Amen^. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Having now, with God's Slcfling, bcea 
enabled to accomplijh (however ImperfedWjr) 
my purpofe of giving a Plam, Familiar, and 
Praftical Expofition of the Ten Command- 
ments, I have only to commend thefe, with all 
my other feeble endeavours, to the merciful 
goodnefs of God j befceching Him, if it be His 
blefled will, to render them fubfervient to the 
great purpofe of advancing his glory, and the 
Ipiritual and eternal benefit of my fellow Chrif- 
tians J andj whilft with joy and gladnefs I behold 
other labourers in the vineyard fucccfsfully em* 
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ploying their fuperior abilities in works of era*- 
dition and profound relearch> for the defence 
ajrid propagation of the goljelj^and for the fur- 
therance of,ufcful knowledge; I implore His. 
gracious acceptance of thefe my weak efforts to 
edify my fellow- Chriftians at large, in the know- 
ledge of fuch truths, as may make them wife 
unto Salvation^ through faith which is in Chri& 
Jcfus* Amcnl AmenL 
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